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The DEPUTY SPEAKXER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.
INTERSTATE SHIPPING.

As to Hold-up of Cargo for Western
Aystralia.

My, WATTS asked the Minister

Works:

1, As necording to an answer given to
questions last Tuesday the Minister is not
aware how much cargo booked for Western
Australin was awaiting shipment at Eastern
States ports, is he aware that in the report
of the Western Australian Council for the
Development of Industries, dated the 30th
June, 1948, it is stated on page 5 that
“although one vessel recently lifted 2,000
tons from Sydney, over 8,000 tons of general
eargo were left on the wharves”?

for

2, If so, is bhe aware how much of this
8,000 tons of eargo at Sydney has been
shipped to Western Australia sinee that time,
and is he aware how much further cargo
destined for Western Australia has since ar-
rived for shipment and is unshipped?
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3, As at the 30th June, 1946, were figures
available in respect to cargo destined for
Western Australia and standing at Eastern
States ports other than Sydney, and if not,
why not?

4, Referring to the 8,000 tons of cargo
mentjoned in the report as being left on
the wharves at Sydney, is he aware of the
types of goods that were included in this
cargo, and will he state them or such of
them as are within bis knowledge?

The PREMIER replied:
1, Yes.

2, 3 and 4, During July two “River” class
steamers lifted at Sydney general ecargoes
for Western Australia, but aggregate ton-
nages are not yet known.

As ai the 1st July, approximately 60,000
tons were awaiting shipment to various
ports.

Materials awaiting shipment at Sydney
include glue for plywood manufacture, blow-
fly oil, foodstuffs, sisalkraft, electrical wire,
methylated spirit, steel, shearing machin-
ery, chemical goods and house building ma-
terial and fitlings sponsored by the
Workers’ Homes Board.

I have today received the following tele-
graphic advice from the Deputy Premier in
Melbourne :—

“Allarg left Adelaide yesterday 2000 tons
stop Admiral Chase left Melbourne yester-
day approximately 4800 tons stop Momba
leaving Melbourne tomorrow 5000 tons stop
Arkaba leaving Angust 29th for Esperance
and Fremantle 5000 tons stop River Der-
went from Adelaide end of August 2000
tons stop Mundalla early September for Es-
perance and Fremantle guantity carge not
vet known stop Koomilya and River Burde-
kin loading galvenised iren and steel New-
castle for Fremantle,”

AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS.
As to Local Manufacture,

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works: Ts the large Victorian firm which,
aceording to the report dated the 30th June,
1948, of the Council for the Development
of Industries, has decided that Western Aus-
tralia offers the most favourable conditions
for the production on a large scale of agri-
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cultural tractors, the firm of A. H. McDonald
and Co., of Melbourne?

The PREMIER replied:

No.
L.
FISHERIES.
As to Operations in Swan and Canning
Rivers.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for the
North-West:

1, What is the total, individual fish
weights, marketed from the Swan and Can-
ning Rivers from the lst January to the
30th June, 1946, of (a), Yellowtail; (b),
prawns; {c), kingfish; (d), flounder; (e),
flathead; (f), mullet; (g), yellow-eye mul-
let; (h), Llack bream; (i}, Perth herring;
(j), sen herring; (k), cobblers; (1), tailer;
(m), all other varieties; (n), crabs.

3, How many licensed fishermen have
operated in the Swan and Canping Rivers
during the same period?

3, How muny sunk nets are being operated
in the Swan and Canning Rivers$

4, What was the total weight of crabs
marketed from the Swan River—

(1) 1st January to 30th June, 1945%

(2) 1st July to 31st December, 19457

5, How many prosecutions under the
Fisheries Act have taken place from the lst
January to the 31st July, 1946, in both Swan
and Canning Rivers for—

(a) Undersized fish?
(b) Net fishing in closed waters?

The MINISTER replied: The answer to
the question is contained in the papers I
now lay upon the Table of the House.
Papers presented.

1, (a} Yellowtail, 199 lbs.; (b} prawns,
4243 1lbs.; (c) kingfish, 1,264 Ibs.; (d)
flounder, 208 lbs.; (e) flathead, 1,709 lbs.;
(£) mullet, 5,998 Ibs.; (g) yellow-cye mullet,
5,223 1bs.; (h) black bream, 440 lbs.; (i}
Perth herring, 30,558 Ibs.; (j) sea herring,
91 lbs.; (k) cobblers, 6,420 lbs.; (1) tailer,
5,835 lbs.; (m) all other varieties, 3,004
lbs.; (n) crabs, 15,671 Ibs, Total, 80,863 Ibs.
Note.—All fish shown here taken from Swan
River, Canning River closed ahsolutely
ageinst use of fishing nets.

2, No licensed fishermen operated in the
Canning River, which is closed to the use of
fishing nets. In the Swan River the number
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of fishermen operating varied from month
to month. The greatest number operating in
any month was 27, the average for the six
months being 23.

3, Twelve sunk seine nets are used by
fishermen operating in the Swan River. None
whatever are used in the Canning River.

4, (u) 50,875 lbs.; (b) 2,635 lbs.

5, (a) 10 proseeutions were initiated in the
metropolitan area. (b) Four prosecutions
for fishing in Swgn River in closed waters,
and one prosecution for fishing in Canning
River were undertaken,

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

(a) As to Reprinting Royal Commission’s
Report,

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for the
North-West: Having regard to tho E£ast-
increasing interest in the welfare of the
native and half-caste population of this
State, and the need for information on that
question from reliable sources, will he
authorise a reprint of the report and recom-
mendations of the Royal Commission ap-
pointed. in 1935 to investigate and advise
upon the condition and treatment of abo-
rigines in this State, such report and recom.
mendationg being now out of print and no
copies available for sale?

The MINISTER replied: The Govern-
ment will give consideration to reprinting
the report. Most of the recommendations are
already in operation—see Hansard, 9th De-
eemnber, 1942, pp. 1974, of. seq.

(D) As to Request for Commonwealth Grant,

Mr. MecDONALD (without notice) asked
the Minister for the North-West:

1, Whether a request has been forwarded
to the Commonweatth Government, pursuant
to the resolution of this House in November,
1945, that the Commonwealth Government be
nsked to make a grant of £50,000 per annum
for three years to enable the Western Aus-
tralian Government to do more for the necds
of the native people of this State ?

2, If so0, the date when such a request was
forwarded.

3, What reply has been received and what
negotiations on the matter between the
Commonwealth Government and the Western
Aunstralian Government have taken place in
consequence ¥
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The MINISTER replied: I would prefer
the hon. member to give notice of the ques-
tion, because I am not sure of the date when
the resolution was forwarded to the Com-
monwealth Government. I ean assure him that
the request was forwarded to that Govern-
ment. T therefore usk him to give notice of
the question.

Mr. McDonald: We have not yet got the
money ?

The MINISTER FOR THE
WEST: No.

NORTH-

RURAL RELIEF FUND ACT.

As to Consuliation with Prime Minister for
Writing Off Ammounts.

Mr. WATTS (without notice) asked the
Premier: In view of the legal difficulties
raised regarding writing-off of the whole
balance due by farmers under the Rural Re-
lief Fund Act and of the impending visit
of the Prime Minister, will he discuss with
him during his visit the questions involved?

The PREMIER replied: Yes

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventh Day—Amendment—Conclusion.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[4.38]: We are all pleased to hear that the
Treasurer has obtained £912,000 from the
Federal Treasurer on the recommendation
of the Commonwealth Grants Commission to
enable him to bhalance the budget. I hope
the Premier will not take this s an indica-
tion that he should cease to press the rights
of the States to have their taxing powers
retorned to them, It appears to me that the
Premier did not have any difficulty at all in
getting his request granted.

The Premier: Where did you get that
from?

Mr, McLARTY : I do not think any of us
renlly thought there would be a refusal.

The Premier: The member for North
Perth gaid sv.

Mr. McLARTY: Then he and 1 differ.
T notice that in future it will not be so

easy to obtain money te make up our de-
ficits,

Mr, J. Hegney: How do you know? Be-
cause ‘‘The West Australian’’ said so?

-and, of ecourse, of Parliament.
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Mr. McLARTY: Not only that, but also
from official information. We also know
that in future deficiencies will only be
made up by the Grants Commission as they
have been in the past. I kope that we will
get our taxing power back. We must be
about the only Parliaments in history with-
out taxing powers. I was always under
the impression that Parliaments were or-
iginally ereated so as to be given power to
tax, and to spend the money so raised im
the interests of the people.

The Premier: We still have our taxing
powers, but we have not the resources to
tax.

Mr. McLARTY: That is so, and until
those resources are made available to us by
the anthority at Canberra, we shall go on
and lose a great deal of prestige. I am
glad to know that the Premier is going to
bring down the Estimates earlier this year.
I have always felt that not sufficient time
has been given to the Estimates, which are
a very important part of Parliamentary pro-
eedure. A member has a chance of ex-
pressing himself and putting ideas forward
and offering eriticism generally when speak-
ing on the Estimates. But in the past we
have not had muck opportunity to do so.
Sometimes Estimates dealing with import-
ant departments have been brought down
very late at night, or in the early hours of
the morning, with the result that little
interest has been displayed in them. If
they were brought down earlier in the
session more time could he given to them
and greater justice would be done to them.

I am pleased to notice that the Chief
Seeretary has been appointed to succeed
Mr. Troy as Agent General. The Chief
Secretary hag had a long experience of
Western Australia. He has had experi-
ence of farming, of the industrial world
We need
a man of such wide knowledge to help us in
London. I de not quite know what duties
the Agent General will be carrying out.
In days gone by, he used to help us with
our loans, and that was a very important
part of his job. But now that we are not
borrowing oversea, that responsibility does
not devolve upon him, He will, how-
ever, have an important task in dealing
with immigration.
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We are told by the Federal Minister for
Immigration that it is proposed to bring
70,000 migrants to Australia each year.
The BMinister stated that it was hoped that
a start would be made next year, but that
would depend upon shipping, In His Excel-
lency’s Speech, we are informed that a com-
mittee has been appointed to estimate the
absorptive capacity of the State in thig
regard. That committee will have an im-
portant duty to fulfil, I do not know who
are the personnel of the committee, but I
hope they are competent people. In my
opinion, district committees should be set
up, or, each road board should be asked to
appoint a committee to advise on immigra-
tion. These committees could report on the
work that is available, the financial pros-
pects in store for intending migrants, and
the prospeets generally of the districts.

Mr. J. Hegney: Local authorities have too
much put on them now.

Mr. McLARTY: It is necessary that we
should decentralise in regard to immigration.
We must get information from all parts of
the State. I do not think that any commit-
tee, based, as it must be, at Perth, will be
able to obtain all the information that is
necessary. The formation of distriet com-
mittees is a good suggestion, They need not
necessarily be eomposed of the local authori-
ties. There are other men and women in
the country, outside of members of the local
authorities, who could eollect this informa-
tion. Immigration will be an important part
of the Agent Qenerrl’s work. We should
profit by our past mistakes, and I think
members will admit that we have made mis-
takes when dealing with immigration. It is
necessary that the right class of immigrant
should be selected. I presume there is an
age limit; there certainly should be. Health
eonditions shonld be most strictly applied
and, of course, wo want men and women who
are physically fit and likely to increase our
populetion tbrough marriage. It is also cs-
sential that we should not mislead migrants,
but rather give them a true picture of what
they must expect in this country.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. MeLARTY: It is of no use then
being told that they will have an easy life
here. We should impress upon them that
hard work lies before them and that deter-
mination and courage are necessary for their
snecess. They read about our great primary
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industries, our pastoral industries and our
goldmining industry, and get the idea that
there is easy money in Ausiralia, Of course,
we know that that is not so. Many years
ago, we sent an officer to England and he
was so enthusiastic about the prospects of
‘Western Australia—partieularly on the agri-
cultural side~—that he told a meeting of in-
tending migrants that the soil was so rich
they could eat it. We know that they would
not take the statement literally, but it was
an exaggeration and extravagant language.
I notice in the latest “Adelaide Advertiser”
to reach the House, that Dame Edith
Lyons recently asked a question of the
Minister for Immigration and drew hig at-
tention to a pamphlet that has been pub-
lished by the Department of Information,
headed, “Australia and Your Future” This
pamphlet is to be sent Home to England
for the benefit of intending migrants, end
this is what it states—

The sum of 22s. a week rental will provide

a comfortable unfurnished home for a man,
wife and three children.

Mr. Mann: What utter rot!

Mr. McLARTY: Another statement was--

Women’s best shoes cost £1 5s. 8d. a pair
and ordinary shoes 18s. 11d.

Mr. Styants: When you can get them.

Mr. Mann: But not at that price,

Mr. McLARTY: Quite so!
other statement—

Women’s ready-made frocks cost 27a. 4d. for
cotton material and 27a. 8d. if of artificial silk,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Where$
Mr. McLARTY: Then there is this gem—

A wife can be adequately clothed for £12
8a. 2d. a year; a boy of 10% for £9 18s. 44,
and a girl of seven for £§ 19s. a year.

Mr. Mann: This is Caldwell’s stuff. He is
the “Minister for Mis-Information”!

The Premier: I have the pamphlet here.

Mr. McLARTY: The Premier is display-
ing one of these pamphlets to the House.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: But that is in ae-
cordance with the Arbitration Court evi-
dence.

Mr. MeLARTY: Surely this information
is absclutely misleading, and it is not fair
to migrants to bring them out here in the
belief that these statements are true. This
is positively ridieulous, and to make such
statements to people in black and white, is
something of which we should be ashamed.

Here is an-
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Hon. W. D. Johnson: But they swore to
it in court.

Mr, McLARTY : I cannot help that; it is
not true.

Mr. Thorn: They swear all sorts of things
in court.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yes, in the Arbitra-
tion Court—to get a low basic wage.

Mr. Thorn: You are responsible for that.
It is your fault.

Hon, W, D. Johnson: I do not go there
to swear false evidence.

Mr, Thorn: Why do you not do something
to get the workers a higher basic wage?

Mr. McLARTY : The Minister for Infor-
mation in the Honse of Representatives, Mr.
Caldwell, in the eourse of his reply, said
that the booklet had been published by the
Depariment of Information under his anthor-
ity and direetion, and that the information
had eome from the Statistician’s Offiee and
dealt with normal conditions in this country.
He went on to say—

We are not issuing pamphlets dealing with

abnormal conditions existing in the difficult
transition period betweer war and peace, but
1 am sure that if the people of Australia sup-
port this Government, with its policy of full
employment, the conditions indicated in the
booklet will exist by the time the migrants
get here.
All I can say is that I regard that state-
ment as most misleading, and I snggest that
the Premier, seeing that the Minister who
deals with migration matters is away at pre-
sent, should fake steps to refute them on
behalf of Western Australia. While we want
migrants here perhaps more urgently than
in any other part of Australia, we do not
want them on the basis of information of
that description. I think onr Agent General
should certainly correct the statements and
place the situation clearly before migrants
when they interview him.

In the eourse of His Excellency’s Speech
reference is made to secondary industries.
We are all keen to see secondary industries
established in Western Australia and I un-
derstand that a number of applications in
that respect have been received from Vie-
toria. I eertainly hope that the manufacture
of tractors, to which reference iz made in
the Speech, will be undertaken here, for there
is no question about it—they are needed in
this State. If we can equip the farmers
with tractors at prices cheaper than those
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demanded for machinery that is available
today, it will be a great thing not only for
them but for the State as well.

Mr. Mann: But that will never be.

Mr. McLARTY : I think it is quite likely
it will be done, I certainly hope the Gov-
ernment will encourage to its utmost any
firm that endeavours to undertake the work.

The Premier: You can rely upon the Gov-
ernment to do that.

Mr. McLARTY: I am gunite sure we can,
There is an ever greater demand for trae-
tors, and that demand will continpe. That
applies also to spare parts. If they can
be manufactured in Western Australia, so
much the better. When I first entered Par-
liament—

Mr. J. Hegney: Which is a long time ago.

Mr. McLARTY : Yes, it is.

The Premier: Too long!

Mr. McLARTY: I do not know about
that. When I first entered Parliament the
then Premier was keen on the establish-
ment of secondary industries, and he sup-
ported loeal industries generally. The Min-
ister for Industrial Development seems to be
quite optimistic that we will be able to estab-
lish these industries at the present time. The
fact is that we do not get too much encour-
agement in that respect, and there is no
great inducement offered to new companies
to start. Immediately a company is formed
and it makes profits in its initial stages, it
bas to face the burden of very heavy taxa-
tion. .

Hon. J. C. Willecock: We do not control
that.

Mr. McLARTY: I know; it is unfortun-
ate that we do mot. On the other hand,
the member for East Perth, when speaking
last night, seemed to make liitle of thd
taxation that is imposed. I gained the im-
pression from his remarks that he is quite
satisfied with the conditions existing today
in the field of taxation. It is interesting to
note that 30 per cent. of the revenue ob-
tained under the heading of income tax is
today taken from companies. There is a2
flat rate of 6s. in the pound levied on all
companies. That is a terrific burden.
Apart from that there is the matter of divi-
dends, which are also taxed. Should a com-
pany endeavour to put some of its funds into
a reserve, there is the undistributed profits
tax that hag to be paid.
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Hon. J. C. Willcoek : Yes, unless the money
is deposited with the Deputy Commissioner
of Taxation at the Treasury.

Mr. McLLARTY: That is so. However,
these are some of the diffieulties that con-
front uws today. I am sure the Government
renlises that if we are to establish secondary
industries here it must be done in the main
through the formation of companies, and
they should he shown some consideration by
being granted exemption from taxation for
at least some years. There is a feeling
amengst a section of the community that it
does not matter how much we tax companies,
which they regard as great and rieh finan-
cial concerns that represent the right avenue
from which to sceure taxation. That point
of view is entirely wrong. There are hun-
dreds of thousands of people here today
who have invested their money in companies
and they are deriving small incomes as the
result of their investments.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: What rate per cent.
would be the average on dividends?

My, MeLARTY: I could not answer that
question offhand.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: A little better than
on Commonwealth loans.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes. If ome bought
shares in a company today one would secure
very litlle greater return than from Com-
monwealth loans. That iz proved in the
Press daily. No relief was indieated with
regard to company taxation in the speech
delivered by the Commonwealth Treasurer
recently when introduecing the Budget. In
my opinion that tax is most unfair and is
certainly not in the best interests of the
eountry, nor is it likely to encourage the
establishment of secondary industries in a
Staté like Western Australia.

The speech also refers to the faet that
machinery has been purchased for earth re-
moval, land clearing and drainage. I am
glad this has been done. We want the most
up-to-date machinery obtainable, The Ameri-
cans brought to this country some of the best
machinery in the world and I was hoping
that we would be able to retain quite a deal
of it. Certain difficulties arose in regard to
-the lease-lend arrangement, so I am inform-
ed, which prevented us from getting quite a
lot of useful machinery. Where we can do
work with a meachine and save money, we
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should do it. I do not mean for a minute that
we shonld displace labour and not provide
for it, but T fee] sure that provision could
be made for labour so displaced. There is
so much work offering in this country that
can and should be done by machinery, and
so much work for manual labour that we
should not have any ecompunetion about
using machinery.

It is particularly necessuary that machinery
be used for drainage work. In the past we
have carried out a great deal of this work.
In the bad days of the depression it was g
great avenue of employment, but the work
proved to be most expensive. If machinery
had been used, the cost of the work would
not have been nearly so high and the money
save] would have been available for other
purposes. I suggest to the Premier that
one way in which manual labour can be
utilised is on road construction and not
merely on main road construction,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The machine does
good work there also.

Mr. McLARTY: That is so, but a great
deal of manual labour is also required. I
do not know of any more urgent work in
this State today than that of road construc-
tion. In the agrieultural areas I represent, we
have some shockingly bad roads, More
traffic is passing over them every year, in-
cluding heavy milk vans, school buses—

The Premier: All subsidised.

Mr, McLARTY :—all sorts of heavy traf-
fie, and it is not possible for the local auth-
ority to maintain the roads as they should
he. T should like to tmke the Minister for
Education over some of the roads traversed
by the schaol buses. If he saw their condi-
tion, I feel sure he would agree that money
should be provided for those feeder roads.

The Minister for Edueation: Out of the
Edueation Vote?

Mr. McLARTY: No. I am trying to put
up a case for using machinery for certain
work in order that money may be saved and
made available for road construetion.

T should like to say a few words about the
stabilisation of primary industries.  The
policy of my Party is clear and specific; in
fact, it was offlcially proclaimed hefore the
Commonwealth Government brought out its
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wheat stabilisation scheme. I quote from the
policy of the Libera]l Party as follows:—

Stabilisaiion schemes based upon guaranteed
prices. Establishment of a Rural Industries
Stabilisation Board on the model of the Tariff
Board, Stabilisation to provide an Australian
standard of living for those on the land.
That is clear enongh. All our candidates
at the forthcoming Federal election have to
subseribe to that, We know that secondary
industries have been protected through the
tariff and that a minimum wage has been
prescribed by the Arbitration Courts. We
agree that it is right to do those things. No
member would disagree with that idea. But
if it is right to protect secondary industries
—and without doubt they have been pro-
tected—and if it is right to provide for a
minimum wage through the Arbitration
Courts, there ean be no questien that it is
right to give protection to primary pro-
ducers, and that is being done in some diree-
tions by way of subsidies or Government
assistanee. I believe members approve of
the farming eommunity receiving this protec-
tion. If protection had not been provided,
a district like mine would have just about
gone ont of existence. Costs rose to such
an extent that producers were unable to meet
their commitments. The subsidising of dairy-
ing hag enabled the people engaged in that
industry to carry on. The same thing ap-
plies to other great primary industries of
the State on whieh this country depends,
such as the wheat and wool industries. While
we stand for stabilisation, T do not wish te
imply that we support the proposels put
forward by the Commonweslth Government,
but there will be an opportunity to speak
about them later in the session.

As to housing, I asked the Minister for
Railways a few dnys ago a question about
provision for railway employees, and he said
that a sum of £10,000 was being made avail-
able to assist in housing those workers.

Mr. Doney: That was with special refer-
ence to fettlers, was it not?

Mr. MecLARTY: No, it applied to rail-
way employees generally. I consider that the
Commissioner of Railways is doing wrong
when he sends employees and their wives to
country areas and there are no houses for them
fo live in. It is almost impossible to obtain
a bouse in the country areas, and I think
Government departments generally, when
sending permanent officials to eouniry dis-
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tricts, should have houses for them to live
in, Not only should the Commissioner of
Railways be asked to provide houses for his
employees, but other departments also should
provide hounses for their permanent em-
ployees.

I direct the attention of members to the
fact that there are men going through the
country renovating houses and that their
charges are extortionate—abselute robbery
—and their work anything but good.
Yet there does not appear to be any way
of dealing with those men.

Mr. Doney: Except not to give them a
job.

Mr, McLARTY: But the hon. member
knows that people are so anxious to get work
done that they are prepared to pay the
price. This sort of thing tends to increase
the cost of building, and some action should
be taken to prevent it. These men c¢all them-
selves tradesmen, They are not tradesmen
and they charge people through the nose
for very poor workmanship, I regret that
the Minister for Health has taken a rather
pessimistic view about the building of hos-
pitals,

The Minister for Justice: I have not
taken a pessimistic view,

Mr, McLARTY : Pessimistic in respect to
the time in which he hopes to start. He said
that a start will not be made for five years.

The Minister for Justice: The hospitals
will be started before that, but it will be
impossible to start all of them before five
years., We do not want to mislead people.

Mr. McLARTY: Five years is a long
time. Our hospitals today are overcrowded.
Certain buildings other than houses are
being erected, I do not think there is any-
thing more important than the proper houns-
ing of the sick. When the Minister goes
East, I hope he will try te do something to
hoost along the building of hospitals in order
that provision may be made quickly to meet
the worst eases,

The Minister for Justice: T ean assure you
the Government is very sericus in its efforts
in that direction.

Mr. McLARTY: I do not doubt that, but
the only way to get anything done is to make
a noise about it, and the Minister is entitled
to make a noise about the hospital position
in this State.
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Hon. J. C. Willcock: Which would you
build first—hospitals, schools, factories or
homes for people?

Mr. McLARTY : That is a bit of a poser.
All of those needs should be provided but
one of our first duties is the care of the sick.

The member for Mt Marskall last even-
ing veferred to land-pricing and said that
land values were being deflated. There is
an anomaly in the matter of land sales. If
it is right to contro] the price that a pri-
vato landowner may rceeive for his land,
surcly it ig right to eontro] the price that
the Government may obiain. Yet we have
bad glaring examples of the Government
having obtained terrific prices for land,
probably 300 or 400 per cent. in excess of
its value,

Hon. J, C. Willcock: Hundreds per cent.!

Mr. McLARTY: There was a ease at
Nannap, anykow, where land was sold at
more than 100 per cent. above its value. A
block there was bought for £800, No private
landowner would have been permitted to re-
ceive such a sum, but the Government ac-
cepted it. LEvidently the (overnment may
accept a price far above the value of the
land, That is not right, I agree with the
member for Mt. Marshall that we should not
deflate land values; neither should we per-
mit them to be inflated. During the last few
years, however, there has been & change in
regard to land valucs, in some respeets a
natural change, and I consider that the land-
owner is entitled to the benefit. I am sure
the Premier will agree with me when I say
that in regard to any land settlement schemes
of the future the landowner should not he
expected to earry a burden or to make sacri-
fices in order that the Government may
obtain cheap land. There is no reason why
the landowner should make sacrifices any
more than any other seetion of the com-
munity. If a sacrifice is to be made it shonld
be spread over the whole eommunity.

We are geing to deal with some important
legislation this session—legislation which
will interest the electors at large. I agree
with the suggestion of the Leader of the
Opposition that it would be desirable for
the diseussion on some of thege Bills to be
broadeast. I feel that the Commonwealth
Parliament by broadcasting its proceedings
is getting a decided advantage over State
Parliamenta,
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Mr. Doney: Not everybody draws that
conclusion,

Mzr. Needham: That is very questionable.

Mr. MeLARTY: I do not know that
broadcasting is a benefit. From what I have
heard I do not think it is eonducive to good
legislation. There is far too much propa-
ganda about it.

Mr. Deoney: Why do you suggest it for
this House?

Mr. McLARTY : For this reason: that the
electors are not hearing anything else ex-
cept Federal politics, Those who do not
read the newspapers or do not read them
carefully get the idea that Federal politics
are the only ones that count and that State
Parliaments have nothing of importance to
deal with,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: YWe have no finance.
The other fellow has it all.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes, but we still have
some important maftters to deal with,

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Tell us about them.

Mr. McLARTY : The hon. member will see
a number of them mentioned in the Lieut.-
(Governor’s Speech,

Mr. Thorn: The member for Guildford-
Midland wtll belittle this Parliament as much
as he can,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I have a realistie
mind. I appreciate where we are.

Mr. McLARTY: If we could adopt the
suggestions thrown out by the Leader of the
Opposition that some of the more important
debates be broadcast, I believe that people
generally would be pleased about it and it
would enhanee the prestige of this Parlia-
ment,

My, Thorn: You want to inflict further
punishment on the people do you?

Myr, MeLLARTY: No, I do not want to
inflict punishment on anyone.

The Premier: They would not be punished
very much, The member for Toodyay would
not be speaking all the time.

Mr. MecLARTY: I will reserve further
remarks until we are diseussing some of
the legislation which has been mentioned
in the Lieut.-Governor’s Specch,
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MR. MANN (Beverley) [5.20]: I have
listened to quite a number of speeches this
session, including some very interesting
ones. While my mind is fresh, I want to
join with the member for Murray-Welling-
ton regarding the broadcasting of speeches.
I think that the people of Australia have
definitely been enlightened as to what poli-
tics in Australia are like, much to the dis-
eredit of all parties of the Federal House.
The general opinion of the conduet of af-
fairs in that Parliament is that it is u
c¢nse of Rafferty rules. I gunarantee that
anyhody who had seen the fish markets, the
costermongers’ markets, in London, would
liken them to a church service in com-
parison with what is to be heard in the
Comumonwealth Parliament.

Hon, J. C. Willeock: That is extravagant!
gant! :

Mr. MAXN: No, it is not. We have
heard the perfeet bedlam that has taken
place in that House.

The Premier: Do not spoil the reputa-
tion of this House by making extravagant
statements.

Mr. MANN: I am not. I agree that by
broadeasting from the State House of
Parliament we shall make people conver-
sant with the legislation dealt with here.
I think the farmers have learnt more about
the wheat stabilisation scheme from the
broadcasting of the Federal proceedings
than they have learnt from the Press. The
daily Press reports very little of Parlia-
mentary proceedings. In this State the
only people whose speeches or statements
are mentioned to any extent in the Press ars
Ministers of the Crown and the Leader of
the Opposition. Even though an ordinary
member on either side of the House makes
some sound and solid statement, it is not
very fully reported in the Press.

Mr. Thorn: If it is silly they will publish
it.

Mr. MANN: If it is stupid, naturally!
The broadeasting of speeches from this
House would enlighten the public. With
respect to the Chair, I would say that this
Parliament has been conducted during my
16 years here in a very orderly manner
indeed.

My, Thorn: Hear, hear!
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Mr. MANN: But let members listen to
the bedlaum in the Federal House where
there is so mueh noise that even the Speaker
cannot be heard!

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Broadcast the pro-
ceedings of this House and there would be
the same result.

Mr. MANN: I am sorry the hon, member
has snch & mind.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are the main
offender.

Mr, MANK: I am sorry the hon. member's
mind is so distorted as to lead him to make
snch a remark. If the proceedings of this
House were broadeast, the hon. member
would be on his feet more frequently, and
he would be in the House more often than
he is at present.

Hon, W. D. Jobnson: As soon as I gel
on to my feet you lose your head and run-
amuck.

Mr. MAXNN: The hon, member is judging
others by himself. )

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are the most
vnruly man in the House,

Mr. MANN: If the hon. member likes to
judge others by himself, I suppose he is
entitled to; but he should not judge others.

Mr. Thorn: He is never here to know what
you do.

Mr. MANN: Of course he is not! There
seems to be a widespread idea on the Gov-
ernment bench that members on this side of
the House are opposed to any assistance
being given to the industrial workers of
Australia.

Mr. W. Hegney: Pull the eotton wool out
of your ears.

Mr. MANN: No. I know the feeling
amongst members opposite. They have the
fecling that because we are on the soil we
are not workers and have no sympathy with
workers,

The Premier: Just poor farmers!

Mr. MANN: I agree with the Premier—
Jjust poor farmers, There is as much of the
milk of human kindness in members on this
side of the House as there is amongst the
Premier’s followers and trade union leaders.

Mr. Thorn: There is more.

Mr. MANN: Yes, that is perfectly true.
Mr. Needham: We can see it Bowing,
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Mr. MANN: The idea is that we have no
sympathy with the workers, but we have
more sympathy for the industrialists than
is seen on that side of the House,

Mz, Thorn: We have been through the
mill,

Mr. MANN: Of eourse we have, Do mem-
bers on the other side of the House think
we have gone through life with silver spoons
in our mouths?

Mr. W, Hegney: The workers want justice.

Mr., MANN: If ever this Party is in
power, which I hope it will be next year, it
will give them justice. We are said to be
the cones that ceuse disturbances.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Hear, hear!
are always at it.

Mr, MANN: I like the interjections of
the hon. member!

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! 1
think the hon. member had better keep order.

Mr. MANN: He is an extremely wealthy
man.

Mr. Leslie: He is not a worker.

Mr. MANN: He is a director of a very
large institution and receives an enormous
amount of money every year. I hope that
members of the trade unions will realise that
those on this side of the House are not op-
posed to industrialists.

Mr. W. Hegney: Methinks you protest
too much.

Mr. MANN: We are sympathetic. It is
gbout time therc was an alteration in the
basic wage. 1 cannot understand how the
average married couple with three children
ean live on the basic wage. Tt is beyond
me and beyond the understanding of every
member on this side of the Honse.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Would you pay
the bonus on the first child?

Mr. MANN: Conzider the cost of living,
apart from the rents that have to be paid!
I venture to say that no man on the hasic
wage will ever own his home. Yet one of the
first things every man should have is the
right to own his home.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: He ean do that
through the Workers’ Homes Board.

Mr. MANN: Docs he not pay through the
noge for it?
Hon. J. €. Willeock: No,

You
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Mr. MANN: By the time he has paid
for the house it will have cost him four {imes
as much as it should, He has to pay n com-
pound interest rate.

Hon. J. C. Willeack: He does not pay
more than the ordinary house rent.

Mr, MANN: I know the position of a man
who has to pay for a house. Everyone is
entitled to own his home.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Of course they own
them !

Mr. MANN: How many of the so-called
industrialists own their homes Y

Hon. W. D. Johnson: In my electornte,
two-thirds of them do.

Mr. MANN: T am not going to refer to
the hon. member’s interjection, hecanse it is
out of order, and I know what he says is
absolute rot, A man should bave his own
home, but many are unable to possess homes
because the excessive cost of living puts it
beyond them. We are rearing children in
the city areas who will suffer from malnu-
trition because they are not getting the pro-
per varicty of food required. Industrialists
have the sympathy of this side of the House
and we will do anything we ean to help
them with regard to the basic wage.

Mr. J. Hegney: What about the farm lab-
ourers?

Mr. MANN: Them too! As a matter of
fact I want to refer to farm labour. We are
unable to get it, The idea is prevalent that
farm hands have been paid 303, or £2 a
week, but farmers have paid a higher rate
of pay than that for some time to men on
the land. But what is the position? Men
will not go on to the farms to work. They
can be offered the best housing conditions
and free meat and milk and fowls of their
own in addition to their pay, but still farm
labour cannot be ohtained. During the
seeding season in the far eastern wheatbelt
labour was not available and farmers had
to do the work themselves. They had to
spend long hours in the field. I know that
from experience. I had to take a tractor
and work from midnight till 7 am. to get
my crop in, the same as other farmers had
to do. It is utterly impossible to obtain
labour.

Mr. Withers: An attempt was made last
vear to get men out of the Army to go on
the farms. We told you they would not go
back on the land, and they have not gone.
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Mr. MANN: Unless there is a revival of
interest in the land on the part of farm
labourers production will decrease. It should
be remembered that the main wealth of this
State comes from the soil and not from the
factories. I look upon the question of farm
labour as an important matter.

Mr. Grabam: Why do you think they are
not going on to the farms?

Mr. MANN: Because they have had a
touch of city life and will not tolerate bush
life again. There are many who married
during the war period who were previously
working on farms in country areas and are
now living in the ¢ity; and the city provides
inducement to them to remain by way of
various sports such as ericket and S.P. bet-
ting, racing and the trots. These things
have been a great lure.

Mr. W. Hegney: They have those things
in the eountry, too.

Mr. MANN: The average country man has
a picture show onee a week. He goes to the
township once a week. Has he time to get
around the country?

Mr. Thorn; The hon, member knows!
[The Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. MANN: He should know. What does
he think the farmer does—sit down all day
or what? The farmer has no 40-hour week.
The member for Sonth-Fremantle interjected
the other night that the only man who
worked was the lumper. If ever the day
comes when the farmers of our State adopt
the policy of the lumper, God help us! Of
course we wounld starve. The farmer and
his wife have to work very hard to make
ends mect.

Mr. Fox: He should not let his wife work
too hard.

Mr. MANN: Fortunately for Western
Australia the average married man on the
land is wedded to a good type of woman
who helps him with the work. I think mem-
bers should realise it is possible that at the
end of the yenr there will be a change of
Government, and I think they will agree that
such a change would do no harm, After 17
years of Labour control people are beginning
to think there iz nothing like o change. If
there is a change of Government, there will
he some energy put into advancing the affairs
of the State by the new Government. For
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many years we, on this side of the House,
have seen the fanits of the Government and
have judged it rightly, as we hope the people
of the State will judge it at the end of this
term.

The Premier: I suppose you ¢an see many
of those whom you would like to get rid of.

My, MANN: T believe that many faces
here will be absent after the end of the year.
The most important guestion teday is that
of production, yet we are now faced with
the suggestion of a 40-hour week. If that
ecomes to pass, the unfortunate industrial
worker will pay a higher cost for his living
and a greater cost for the house he lives in,
if he is able to build.

Mr, Needham: It is the same old story.

Mr. MANN: At a meeting on the Esplan-
ade one Snnday recently the member for
Perth, in company with the member for
East Perth and other members, was agital-
ing for a 40-hour week. What a lovely state
of affairs it is when members go there and
preach the doctrine of g 40-hour week, know-
ing that today the whole economie structure
of Anstralia depends on produetion and
nothing else! TUnless Australia produces
enough she will fall, yet members talk of a
40-hour week, The day will come when a
40-hour week is justified, but today the
urgent need is to produce as much as pos-
sible. We cannot, with 40-hours’ work, turn
out the equivalent of 44 hours’ production.
I hope that the 40-hour week is not granted
by either the Commonwealth or the State
Arbitration Court. When we are able to
have @ balanced cconomy the hours of work
can be shortened.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do vou opposc the West-
ern Australian Government heing ussociated
with the 40-hour week?

Mr. MANN: The 40-bour weck will spell
ruin to the eountry.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: No. We faced a
position where about one-third of our people
were out of work, yet we carried on.

Mr. MANN: The resnlt ¢ame in misery
and suffering as the aftermath of that de-
pression. Our only hope today of staving
off another depression is work; there is no
other means. Britain today is the main pro-
dueing country of the world, while Ameriea,
by her stupid tacties, and strikes, has gone
backwards as a producing country, Britain
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today is exporting and is producing wealth.
I would tell the member for Egst Perth, who
suggesied that the Australian flag should be
flying over Parliament House, that that is
the most disloyal utterance I have heard in
my 16 years of Parliamentary exzperience.
Every member assembled here hag taken an
oath of allegiance to His Majesty.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: He is King of Aus-
tralia.

Mr. MANN: Is this the outlook of the
young man of Australia today against the
Imperialistic British Empire? The member
for East Perth then followed with his extra-
ordinary assertion ahout my Party being
associated with Communism. I say that to-
day the Labour Party is white-anted by
Communista.

Mr. Thorn: Is it the Communiat flag that
the member for East Perth would like to
see flying?

Mr, MANN: If that sort of thing goes on
it will be the hammer and sickle that will
fly over Parliament House.

The Premier: It has flown there.

Mr, MANN: I hope it is never seen there
again, and I do not think the Premier de-
sires to see it again in this State. The mem-
ber for East Perth would have the Austra-
lian flag flown bere. I may be old and Im-
perialistic in my outlook but, if the youth of
Australia teke that view, the time will come
when they will change their minds. The
time is coming fast when Australia will
find herself in the pogition of having to fight
her own battles. Just before the House ad-
journed at Xmas time I journeyed to Fre-
mantle, in eompany with other members, and
saw a boat loading frozen eargo for Britain.
That boat had been in Fremantle harbour
for cight days, loading 500 tons. The lumpers
were placing in the slings 32 lambs, or 16
gides of bacon. I asked them why they did
not put 100 lambs in the slings, and the
answer wag that they would bruise. I said,
“What damned nonsense!” That boat was
paying £450 per day in harbour dues, and
the captain told us that while in Australian
ports the lumpers load 5% toms per hour
per sling, in New Zealand it is 15 tons, and
in South America 33 tons per hour.

Mr. Thorn: What has the member for
South Fremantle to say about that?

Mr. MANN: I say to him, and to those
he represents that if this sort of thing
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goes on it will mean that Australia will
not be able to export. The lumpers may
smile, but we are faced with the faet that
the day may come when Australja will
not export. The eaptain of this ship said,
“If I have cargo elsewhere I will not ap-
proach Australian ports.”’ It is all very
well if we wish to live in a fool’s paradise,
but some members on the Government side
of the House cannot take the truth when
it is told them. In the case of wkich I
speak the cargo was there to be loaded.
I saw ten men working on a sling, and
members on both sides of the House saw it.

Mr. Fox: You would not understand the
conditions they work under and how they
vary in different ports, but the men do.

Mr. MANN: So much so that Comrade
Healy, one of the leading Communists of
Australia, secured the ballot on the Fre-
mantle wharf, I did believe that we were
law-abiding eitizens in this State, but when
one realises that the lumpers of the State
were unanimous in supporting a man like
Healy, one ¢an see the trend of events
One can see the Communist influence at
work among the unions, 8s in the case of
the Carpenters’ Union, when a ban was put
on Dutch ships, There were only 30 car-
penters involved. The position became in-
tolerable, and in the end the moderates
among the carpenters went along and, by
a vote of 60 moderates to 30 Communists,
the ban was lifted. What bas the ban on
Duteh ships eost Australia? In the Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech was expressed hope for
trade with the Near East. Holland would
he justified in not buying another thing
from Australia. We have debarred the
Dutch people from coming here and have
prevented even their mercy ships from lift-
ing food at Australian ports!

Hon. J. C. Willeock: We have thousands
of Duteh people here.

Mr. MANN: The Communist movement
has got into the Lahour Party of Australia
—mostly the Federal Labour Party. The
day will come when there will be two parties
in Australia—one of Communism and one
opposed to Communism. I see no sign of
Communism amongst the Labour members
of this House.

Mr. Fox: I do not know what you would
do without a bogey.
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Mr. MANN: There is no bogey about
this; I am stating facts. This position
cannot be tolerated. Mr. Secully, at the
moment, is crying about Britain buying
baeon and butter from Dermark,
not blame Britain for giving a higher price
to Denmark.

Mr. J. Hegney: It is quality they are
concerned about.

Mr, MANN: We are part and pareel of
the British Empire but, with our high and
mighty ideas in Australia—and I am the
fourth generation of an Australian family
—we will bave short shrift given to us by
the British Isles. Of the British Empire,
three eountries, Canada, Australia and New
Zealand, have to rely on exports, If we
had the population that Ameriea has, we
eould snap our fingers at anyone, I visual-
ise the eost of produection increasing so that
the farmer will not be able to carry on.
While the lumpers, the friends of the mem-
ber for South Fremantle—and I ecast no
refleetion on the lumpers—think they can
work hours to suit themselves, ships will
go elsewhere.

Mr. TFox: They do work when they are
at it. The Legislative Council has ad-
journed now. Do members there work a
40-hour week?

Mr. MANN: A seat will become vacant
there shortly, and the hon. member can
get himself elected to that Chamber if he
wishes. I was sorry to hear the energetic
member for East Perth raise the question
of the Union Jack, His remarks reminded
me of a quotation from Gilbert and Sulli-
van’s ‘*Mikado,’’

Hon. J. C. Willeock: You have no right
to say he is disloyal because he advocates
flving the Aunstralian flag.

Mr. MANN: I think I am justified in
using the word ‘‘disloyal.”” I take the
view thal when a man swears allegiance
to His Majesty—

Hon. J. C. Willeock: The King of Aus-
tralia.

Mr. MANN: And of the Empire. Is not
the Union Jack the all-embracing flag of the
British Empire? The two could be used. Is
this the forerunner of the sickle and ham-
mer? The lines of Gilbert and Sullivan that
come to mind are these—

The idiot who praises in enthusiastic tone,

Every century but this, and every country

but his own.

I do.
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Mr. Rodoreds: What are you—

Mr. MANN: T still praise Australia, but
I am Imperialistic in my views, and proud
of it)

The Premier: You never seem so dismal
out of the Chamber as in it.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: According to you,
the soldiers who carried the Australian flag
in London in the Vietory Mareh are dis-
loyal.

Mr. MANN: No, not a bit.
Hon. J. C. Willeock: You imply that.

Mr. MANN: The moment Labour mem-
bers are hit on the raw, they bite. Members
can hit as hard as they like; we can take it;
we are not thin-skinned on this side of the
House.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: You would not say
in this Chamber that I was disloyal, and get
away with it!

Mr. MANN: What action would the hon.
member take?

Hon, J. C. Willeoek: I would make youn
apologise.

Mr, MANN: The Speaker would decide
that. If I were casting any severe reflection
on the member for East Perth, I would
apologise. In his speech last night, that hon.
member said that there is a certain amount
of discontent in the community today, be-
cause the people were promised all sorts of
things. Who promised them those things?

Mr. Rodoreda: Mr. Churchilil

Mr. MANN: The present Commonwealth
Government! The young soldier received
much propaganda stating what conditions
would he like after the war.

Mr. Thorn: Hundreds of tons of paper
were used in that way.

Mr., MANN: He was told of the paradise
he would live in, but what has been done?
Thoese promises have all been dropped. The
discontent is due wholly and solely to the
propaganda dished out to these men. They
were promised, from the Curtin Government
onward, that when hostilities ceased they
would have a new order, Let members deny
that the Commonwealth Government preach-
ed what would happen as long as the war
was won! It made promises but has not
given effect to them, Propaganda in the
Army is disgraceful. The Government bas
today put some young men into universities
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to study law, architecture and other pro-
fessional subjects, well knowing that there
is no hope of those boys ever passing their
matriculation. The whole matter of these
promises to the youtbs in the Army is a
disgrace. Members wonder where this dis-
content comes from. It is because of the
action of the Commonwenlth Government in
spending hundreds of thousands of pounds
on this propaganda. The member for East
Perth was perfeetly right when he said that
people had been promised all soris of things.
It is of no use saying that Mr. Menzies or
Mr. Fadden, or that we on this side of the
House, made these promises. They came
from the Commonwealth Government, and
todey members wonder why the men are so
unsettled.

Mr. Watts: Most of the promises were
made in 1944,

Mr. MANN: Yes, and this is 1946. The
war is now over, but effect has not been
given to the promises. The housing pesition
today is deplorable, This Government has
appointed » Commissioner to investigate the
question of housing. If we want timber and
it is available at the mills, we should bring
it up by road, no matter what it costs, and
not rely on rail transport. The housing posi-
tion in this State is very bad compared with
South Australia and other parts of the Com-
monwealth. Beeause houses have not been
built, young men, who have been forced to
live with their in-laws, have suffered domestic
unhappiness, This is the eamse of more
broken marriages than anything.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: You are very pessi-
mistic.

Mr. MANN: 1 am not. What 1 am saying
is perfectly true. The Minister for Health
admits that there will be no more hespitals
built for practically five years. I wish now
to deal with the question of hospitals. The
Commonwealth Government thought it was
being very brilliant by saying that there
wounld be free hospital treatment That is
putting the cart before the horse, hceause
we have not sufficient hospitals in this Statc.
The Perth Hospital has not bheen completed.
No building operations have proceeded
during the past five or six years. Surely the
building contains quarters that should be
fit for patients to go into. Patients should
be able to go there for treatment by this
time. We know that legislation has heen
passed so that the people are to be provided
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with free treatment and hospital aecommo-
dation. In faet, the hospitals have been en-
couraging people to go there, and some of
those people really cannot afford the ex-
pense under existing conditions. There is
an acute hospital shortage at the present
time. The Commonwealth Goverpment talks
about providing free hospital treatment and
so0 on, but who will have to pay for that?
It will have to be paid for by the taxpayers.

Mr, Rodoreda: We pay for everything.

Mr. MANN: Of course we pay.

Mr. Rodoreda: So that is just a silly
argument.

Mr. MANN: The point is this: What is
the use of passing legislation for free hos-
pital treatment unless hospital accommoda-
tion is provided? The whole of Australia
is short of hospital aceommodation, and 1
eannot see how this State can carry the bux-
den. The Commonwealth Government should
float a loan of £70,000,000 and the whole of
that money should be devoted to the build-
ing of hespitals throughout Australia.

The Minister for Justice: That is &n excel-
lent idea.

Mr. MANN: Qur first consideration should
be the health of the people of Australia.
The other night, in company with the Min-
ister, I visited the exhibition in connection
with the anti-tuberculosis eampaign. We
saw there some pitiful sights showing the
offects of tuberculosis. We hear a lot ahout
the ravages of caneer and other diseases, but
the effects of tuberculosis are truly terrible.
The time has come when the people of this
country should have free x-ray examina-
tions and treatment, The Premier should ap-
proach the Commonwealth Government and
suggest the lean I have mentioned. If we
can find the money for purposes of war, we
can find it to aid the sick,

Mr. Rodoreda: Where did you pget the
figure of £70,000,0009

The Minister for Justice; That would
apply to the whole of Australia.

Mr. MANN: Yes.

Mr. Rodoreda: But where did the fizure
come from?

Mr. MANN: It has been computed that
Western Australia alone will require from
£8,000,000 to £10,000,000 for the provision
of a proper hospitalisation scheme, and tha
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figure I have quoted would apply to the
whole of Australia. Certainly this State
cannot float a loan.

Mr. Rodorede: It is not a meatter of find-
ing the money but rather the materials.

Mr. MANN: We cannot get the materialy
witkou! having the money as backing, and
it would pay the Commonwealth Government
to consider floating the losn I suggest.
That is so particularly as in these days the
people are definitely medical-minded.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: See Mr. Menzies
when he comes over to the West; we cannot
do anything here.

Mr. Watts: That will probably be an ex-
cellent ides,

Mr. Leslie: But it is & confession to make!

Mr. MANN: Should my forecast prove
correet and there is a change in the next
Commonwealth Parliament, it is certain that
the change will be & progressive ome and
possibly a loan will be floated along the lines
I have indicated. Shonld thst be so, no-one
will be more pleased than the Minister in
charge of health matters in this State, even
though it maey involve the loss of some of
his colleagues in the Federal sphere who may
fall by the way. The present Minister for
Health in this State would be very pleased
if he eould be pssured of the necessary fin-
ance to enable s hospital scheme to be ecar-
ried out. That gentleman is above polities;
he realises the necessity for what I suggest.
He will be glad if effect is given to the pro-
posal even though, as I say, some of his col-
leagnes may fall by the way.

The Premier: You are a funny man!

Mr. Watts: That is one in the eye for you!

Mr. MANN: I quite agree with the state-
ment of the Lieut.-Governor's Speech which
sSBys—

Western Australia has the eapacity to pro-
duee vast quantities of the food which the
world so urgently needs.

Mr, Watts: It will not be produced if
we go on as we are af present.

Mr, MANN: That is so. Nor are we at
the present time exporting our full gnota
in order to feed the starving world, There
is no better place to live in today than
Western Australia.

Hon. J. C. Willeock : Even under the Aus-
tralian flag!
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Mr, MANN: I agree.

Mr. Doney: Bubt there is nothing to ex-
port.

Mr. MANN: Our exports are falling and
falling all the time.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: No, they are not.

Mr. MANN: OQur exports are down con-
siderably. Moreover, from a seasonal point of
view, those whd anticipate a 25,000,000 bushel
erop will have to think again. Throughout
the greater part of the State we have ex-
perienced one of the wettest seasons and
much of the country right through te Cor-
rigin and the eastern wheat belt is com-
pletely waterlogged. The crops are simply
not there. On the other hand, we have
splendid crops in the so-ealled marginal
areas, That is where the harvest will come
from, not from other parts. As a matter
of fact, the whole of our export trade is in
difficultics and the export lamb business is
in the balance, Owing to the peculiar sea-
son the lambs are not thriving. It has been
far too wet for that and, in addition, the
quality of the lambs teday is going back.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Have you anything
cheerful to say at all?

Mr. MANN: Let members consider the
pig market! The quantity of pigs available
is declining rapidly and in 12 months' time
Australia will be down quite 50 per c¢ent.
in her pig population. The position is even
worse in the Eastern States than it is here.
In fact, too many breeding sows are going
on the market now as choppers. Owing to
the high price of wheat, the producers simply
will not buy. On top of that there is the
difficulty regarding the wages that have to
be paid for labour. I understand the Com-
monwealth Government intends relaxing the
restrictions npon the local sale of pork and
if that happens I can assure members that
the pig population will be down quite 50
per ¢enl. within a period of 12 months.
Western Australia should be making big
progress in this partieular line, for there
is every chance that a big export trade will
be maintained for z long time to come.

The Premier: What do you think is the
relationship between the pig-raising industry
and the high price of wheat?

Mr. MANN: No-one will feed pigs under
existing conditions. I normally run 200 head
myself, but T will not touch it with current
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prices. Apart from that, there are other
conditions that adversely affect the industry.
There is the unsuitability of the labour that
is available. There is also the shortage of
materials for the reconstrmetion of shelters
and so on. It is impassible to get galvan-
ised wire or fencing posts; we cannot get
ringlock fencing and other requirements. In
the eircumstances the industry must decline,
whereas it should be of great valuc to the
State from the standpoint of the export
trade. I am positive that within the next
12 months the decline in the pig population
will be quite 50 per cent. We should he
producing more but we are pot.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Well, we are shot!
We will not have any revenve at all,

Mr. MANN: The member for Guildford-
Midland should not be happy about it at
all. If he is satisfied, why should he worry?
The question may arise, however, about his
director’s fees in connection with the com-
pany to which he belongs. If they go down,
then he may have some cause to worry.
There is the matter of Commonwealth taxa-
tion. Before he left for the Eastern States
to diseuss the unified taxation question, the
Premier told us that he would fight against
it to the very last. What did we find? He
eame back here and we learnt that the Com-
monwealth Government had taken control of
the whole field of taxation. Are we going
to leave it at that? Are we going to say
to the Commonwealth Government, “You are
perfectly right in c¢ollaring the whole of the
finances of the State”?

The Premier: You know it is damned
silly to say that.

Mr, MANN: No, I do not. Rather than
accept that position, I would prefer to say
to the Commonwealth Government, *You ean
go to hell so far as this State is concerned.
We are going to continne ag we ean.” On
the other hand, if we are to tell the Com-
monwealth that we agree with them—

The Premicr: You know that is not right,
do you not?

Mr. MANN: I do not know that. Why
does not the Premier make a statement to
the people? I do not suggest that the
Premier did not put up a fight. Mr. Chif-
ley told ws the position in no’ uneertain
words. What were those words?

Myr. Rodoreda: You tell us.
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Mr. MANN: I have forgotten the exaet
words.
The Premier: Yon never heard them.

Mr. Rodoreda: You have too much imeg-
ination.

Mr. MANN: It is not a maiter of imag-
ination. If that is to be the position and
we are to rely solely on the Commonwealth
Grants Commission, then we are in a very
sorry plight.

The Premier: Before you sit down, will
vou try to say some kind word about some-
one?

Mr. MANN: Before I sit down I shall
say that what this country needs is—

Mr. Doney: The hon. member had some-
thing nice to say about Jack Lang.

The Premier: I mean about somebody
living,

Mr. MANN: Let e now refer to His
Excellency’s Speech.

Mr. Rodoreda: 1t is about time vou did
$0.

Mr. MANN: There is a reference to im-
migration. If Western Australia is to ad-
vance it must have population, and the
country can absorb a much greater popula-
tion than it has at present. I requires
population but particularly from the Mother-
land and from the British Isles generally.
What is the position in that regard? What
does the Speech say about immigration?
This is what it says—

The Government is fully seized with the vital
importance of increasing the State’s popula-

tion and the question of immigration is recciv-
ing careful consideration.

What is the econsideration? What bhas
happened ¢ .

Mr. Doney: Words; nothing more.

Myr. MANN:

The 8State was represented at a Confercnee
of Commonwealth and State officers and a com.-
mittee has been appointed to investigate the
absorptive eapacity of the Btate. In order to
encourage a rapid revival of tourist traffie,
the Tourist Bureau has been re-organised and
use is being made of films as & medium of pub-
licity.

Is that all we are going to do? Would it
not be wise for the Goverament to seleet suit-
able men to go oversea and ascertain the
exact position regarding people desirous of
migrating her¢? The member for Murray-
Wellington mentioned this subject and re-
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ferred to propaganda issued by the Depart-
nent of Information. What effect is that
going to have? The Premier has a eopy of
that document and so has the member for
Geruldton. Are they treasuring their copies?
Are they prepared to hand them round?

The Premier: I have been too busy to read
it yet.

Mr. MANN: This is a question for us to
deal with and not one for the Department
of Information and Mr. Calwell. I have very
little faith in Mr. Calwell, very little indeed,
and I doubt whether members opposite have
much faith in him, either. The Tourist
Burean may play a part, but the Premier
should eonsider sending to the O!d Country
men who eould publicise this State in an
honest way and arrange for people to come
here to augment the population.

Mr. Watts: The sending of Mr. Kitson
to London as Agent General may be a good
start.

Mr. MANN': Perhaps so, but I want the
Government to deal with the matter
thoroughly, We have been told that if we
think Amerieans will come to Australia, we
- had better think again. I heard a comment
by a prominent American to the effect that
his people would not come to Australia or
invest their money in Australia owing to
our high taxation. He also said, “We pay
our managers up to the equivalent of £15,000
a year in Australian money.” America is
undoubtedly a progressive country and we
could do with many Americans here, to say
nothing of their money and their machinery,
particularly their machinery for road con-
struction and various kinds of heavy work,
Are we at the present time offering them any
indueement to come here?

The Premier: Think of all the lovely girls
they have taken away!

Mr. MANN: I am not coneccrned about
lovely girls at the moment. This matter is
far too serious., I am concerned sbout the
population of Australia and the future of
the country, particularly in view of the de-
clining birth rate. If we can get migrants
to come here, by all means let us encourage
them to come. I would give preference first
of all to people from the British Isles and
then to people from the United States of
Amerieca. If I went to the Old Coantry, 1
wonld tell the people the real facts about
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Australia and the possibilities existing here.
If migrants settling here are prepared to
work, they will suceeed,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But you have been
erying stinking fish.

Mr. MANN: I have not.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We bave not beard
a cheerful note from you.

Mr. MAXKN: Since the hon, member has
been out of the Labour Cabinet—it is many
years since he was a Minister—he has de-
veloped & curious frame of mind,

Hon, W. D, Johnson: I sympathise willt
you.

Mr. MANN: I wonder why he was not in-
cluded in the present Cabinet or the Cabinet
formed 13 years ago. Since then, he has
adopted an extraordinary outlook on life. [
am glad the Railway Department pro-
poses to provide better passenger serviees,
I do not offen give commendation—

Mr. Seward: Have you read this morn-
ing'’s paper?

Mr. MANN: The Minister for Railways
15 trying to do his hest in the face of great
difficulties, ~He has promised that bhetter
facilities will he provided. I hope he will
cohsider the need for inaugurating road as
well as rail transport, because road transport
is a very important matter. I shounld like
to be informed when the Diesel electric rail
<ars may be expected to arrive from Eng-
land. The order for these cars has appar-
ently been on hand for the last seven or eight
vears. Is there any sign of their being de-
livered? I warn the department that when
existing restrictions are lifted—po doubt
they will be lifted before the Federal elce-
tion in order to provide additional propa-
ganda for the Labour Party—and motor-
cars return to the roads in great numbers,
there will be very little rail transport. Who
would travel by rail if he could go by car?
I hope the Minister proves sucecessful in ad-
ministering the Railway Department. If any
man has had cause for a headache during
the last few months, he has.

Mr. Rodoreda: During the last hour,

Mr. MANN: Not at all. I appreciate the
sbility of the Minister for Railways. He
is a man with a high degree of intelligence
and welecomes a discussion along these lines.
I feel sorry for members sitting on the
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Government benches because apparently
they are unable to absorb the information
that I have been giving.

There has been quite & lot of discussion
about the gborigines, We read that in the
vears to come Ameriea will be confronted by
the serions problem ereated by the coloured
people, and I am satisfied that we in this
State, 50 years hence, will be confronted
with a big problem created by the half-
castes.

Mr. Withers: We will not be here then.

Mr. MANN: Let us try to take a broader
view than that. If we do not consider the
problem for our own benecfit, Jet us have
some consideration for posterity. The colour-
ed problem caunsed by half.castes should be
seriously faced, The half-caste population
of the State is growing by leaps and bounds.
With these people, there is no restriction of
the birthrate; in fact, the payment of child
cndowment has been an inducement for them
to have more babies. Consequently, the half-
easte population is increasing very rapidly
indeed. Let us accept our responsibility and
face the position. The native race is almost
extinet, but the half-castes are increasing.
What a pitiable spectacle it is for tourists
erossing Australia to see the miserable speci-
mens of humanity begging at the train side!
It is a disgrace to Australia! The half-
castes in the sonthern portion of the State
are a very intelligent type and something
should be done for their welfare. Why do
we procrastinate over this native question?

Mr. Rodoreda: What is the remedy?

Mr. MANN: The remedy must be found.

The Minister for the North-West: For
what?

Mr. MANN: For the betterment of our
natives. One phase of the problem is that
the natives are nomadie, and their children
consequently will attend a school for a fort-
night or a month and then will be taken
away by their parents, These children must
be taught and trained.

Mr. Watts: The whites do not want them
at entertainments.

Mr. MANN: They arc ostracised. Even
the native who beecomes a c¢itizen is ostra-
eised, both by his own people and by the
whites,

Mr. Watts: Give them some racial pride
and maoke something of them.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MANN: A man named MecLeod has
been causing trouble with the natives in the
North-West, He seems to be eausing more
trouble, I have a faint idea that he is a
Communist,

Mr. Watts: Is your idea only faint?

Mr. MANN: This man, who is trying to
communise the natives, is making a suocess
of communiging many white people in Aus-
tralia, or his organisation is. The Com-
munists are now infiltrating among the
coloured race, I am glad the Government
proposes to take sction to stop the tacties
of this class of man. I say in all gincerity
that the coloured population bas to receive
consideration by Parliament. The Americans
arc experiencing the same trouble in eonnee-
tion with the negro population there,

Mr. Rodoreda: What is yeur remedy for
our position?

Mr. MANN: T would adopt the South
Australian method, whereby the natives are
put inte scparate areas and hecome self-
supporting. The first step is to educate them.

The Minister for the North-West: Do you
mean to segregate them?

Mr. MANN: Yes. T believe that to be ad-
visable. I met a native girl at Bruce Rock
who had passed the eighth standard; and the
Minister told me of a boy at Gnowangerup
who had passed the Junior examination, He
was g half-easte and is now taking his Leav-
ing examination. By education and training
the natives will be fitted for citizenship. The
A¢t we have passed regarding native eiti-
zenship is an absolute farce, hecause not-
withstanding that natives obtain eitizenship
rights, they are ostracised. We are simply
tinkering with the whole position. In view
of the remarks of the member for East
Perth and his very serious statement regard-
ing taxation, I feel compelled to move an
amendment to the motion. I gecordingly

move—
That at the end of the motion the following
words be added:—*‘But this House considers

that your Government should make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Government to
the effect that the taxation relief proposed by
that Government (especially as it indicates no
relief of any kind from indirect taxation) is
entirely inadequate and will Jeave a burden on
the community which is not justified, and will
continue to restriet production and stramgle
enterprise, and cause discontent among indus-
trial workers and others.’’
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The member for East Perth pointed out
that under the taxation which is being levied
as from the lst July of this year, a person
in receipt of £300 a year and having a wife
and three children, wonld pay £12 in taxa-
tion, but that his bepefits would total £69;
ke would pay in taxation £12 and therefore
would benefit to the extent of £57 as com-
pared with the situation before the war. The
remarks of the member for East Perth
crealed the impression that his whole idea
was to try to shield the Commonwealth
Government as to the mnew faxation
proposals,

Mr. Watts: It is simply a picce of politi-
cal propaganda,

Mr. MANN: That 15 so. It is not often
that the Speech is used for that purpose. I
want it to be definitely understood that my
amendment is an attempt to show the public
what the true facts are,

Mr. Rodoreda: That makes one laugh!

Mr. MANN: It is a point of interest that
the credit in favour of the taxpayer to which
I have referred applies to all taxpayers who
are in receipt of approximately £10 a week.
The member for East Perth tried to point
out that on the new basis of taxation a2 man
earning £10 a week will receive a much
greater benefit than he did in the pre-war
time.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MANN: My remarks are prompted
by the exiraordinary statements made by
the member for East Perth, who said—

Even the present steep rate of taxation can-
not be adjudged by any fair-minded person
as being too severe or as crippling to the nation
generally, or a deterrent to the workers so
far as applying themselves to their jobs is eon-
eerned,

What an extraordinary statement for a man
to make! There is no-one in this State, or in
Australia today—human, as we all are—who
is prepared to pay this high taxation. It does
not matter to what party we belong or who
we are, nothing is more galling to the peonle
of Australia than the high rate of taxation
that exists, The member for East Perth
asked how it came about that, if this high
taxation had heen such a crippling burden
to the people, the deposits in the savings
bank alone for the Iast four years had in-
creased by £400,000,000. The reason is that
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people cannot spend the money. If it were
possible to build houses and to obtain all
requirements in Australis today, bardly a
penny woul@ be left in the savings bank, he-
cause the money would be used for that pur-
pose. I intend to give figures from the
Federal Budget. The estimated revenue for
1945-46 was as follows:—

Indirect Taxation: £
Customs Duty 25,000,000
Excise . 47,000,000
Sales Tax 28,000,000
Sundry 1,900,000

Total indirect taxes £101,900,000

Direet Taxation:

Personal Income Tax 132,000,000
Cowmpanies Income Tox 59,000,000
Souial Services 20,000,000
Pay-roll 11,000,600
Land Tax . . 3,700,000
Estate Duty .. .. .. 3,000,000
Enterfainments ‘e 5,000,000
Gift Duty 350,000
Gold Tax 350,000

Total direct taxation .. £234,000,000

Total taxation .. £336,300,000-

Qther Departmental Revenue . 6,700,000

Post Office 28,580,000

Railways . ‘e 1,850,000

Territories - e 470,000

Grand total £373,900,000

Mr. Cross: What did you expeet, after
a big war?

Mr. MANN: I would refer my friend to
the Imperial Parliament, which has reduced
taxation by 40 per cent. already in the first
year since the end of the war; and the
Chancellor of the Exchequer has said that
England will he back on a pre-war budget
in three years’ time. In this country, for
1945-46, £390,000,000 was extracted in
revenue from a long-suffering publie. That
ineluded £336,300,000 from direct or in-
direct taxation. The question arises: Can
we reduce taxation? I say definitely, yes.
The estimated £373,000,000 was exceeded by
£17,000,000, and the main item of expendi-
ture for 1945-46 was the cost of maintnining
the Army, Navy and Air Foree at full
strength. When the Budget was prepared,
there was no indication that the war would
cease. It would have becn ridiecuwlous to
continue the next year on full strength, when
the war was over. Let ns try to find what



212

would be regarded as a reasonable expendi-
ture on the Army, Navy and Air Force,
after making ellowance for such things as
deferred pay and demobilisation costs. A
fair basis would be the figures for 1941-42.
A considerable foree was being maintained
at that time; in fact, for part of the year
we were at war with Japan. In that year,
the total expenditure from revenue was
£86,000,000.

For the year 1945-46, the estimated ex-
penditure from revenue was £207,000,000.
The difference between those two figures is
£121,000,000. It is reasonable, therefore, to
say that the expenditure of the Common-
wealth on this aceount alone can be reduced
by £121,000,000, less the extra amount in-
volved in paying the incressed interest and
sinking fund on war debts. This amounts
to approximately £36,000,000, leaving a re-
duction of £85,000,000 that is really not re-
quired. But let us be generous to the Gov-
ernment and give it £25,000,000 to play
with. The proposal to reduce taxation by
40 per cent. would involve no more than
£40,000,000 on personal income and
£20,000,000 on company taxation. These
figures ignore increased taxstion from in-
ereased production, but even making those
reductions, the Commonwealth Government
would have the amount I have mentioned.

I would like to point out to the member
for Canning that we are all selfish; we all
live for ourselves. Let us get that fact
well into our minds. The idea that one sce-
tion is working for the other is entirely
wrong. Even in this House, members are
gelfish in their own interests. We cannot
entirely eliminate the human element. We
live for ourselves alone.

Mr. Cross: You speak for yourself!

Mr., MANN; In that connection I ean
speak more for the member for Canning.
If ever a selfish strain existed, it exists in
him. The human element haa been touched
by the severily of taxzation. Why are there
strites? What is the cause of the majority
of them? Why is there a go-slow poliey
today? The reason is that men are not
prepared to work long hours overtime and
have their ineomes reduced heavily by taxa-
tion. In Sydney last year, I visited one of
the largest factories there and I was told
that during the time of the Kokoda Trail
operation, 800 people were employed in that
faotory. The owner said, however, that
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since the war ended, he could not get labour,
and his employees were down to 300. The
great proportion were female workers who
spent three days a week in his factory and
two days a week in the backyard shop of
some Jew. Beeause of the incidence of taxa-
tion, these employees were snide workers
for two days a week, and spent the other
three in his factory. If Australia is going
to be burdened with taxation for the next
five or ten years, the country must go down,
There is no incentive for men to work. I
do not blame the miner or the lumper or
the farmer, or auyone else, who refuses to
work extra hours and earn more than a cer-
tain amount because, by doing so, he would
be placed on a higher income level for
taxation purposes.

Mr. Holman: Do you not think that some
of these people would evade taxalion just
the same in other circumstances?

Mr. MANN: I do not. I have more faith
in human heings. At any rate, it is not
very easy to evade taxation. No man_on a
wages basis can avoid taxation. It is non-
sense to make a remark like that. He pays
at the source and bas no chance of evading
it. A dealer may have some chance of deing
50, but not the ordinary worker. The result
is that the progress of this eountry is being
retarded by heavy taxation. I appeal to the
Government to carry the smendment. Tt is
not & personal matter against the State Gov-
ernment, but one that concerns us all very
vitally.

My concluding remarks nre, if I may be a
little parochial and deal with the farming
areas, to instance the case of a man who, last
year, had an income of £1,100. He was
foreed to sell his stock, on aeconnt of drought
conditions, prior to the 30th June, with the
result that his income inereased to £2,200.
He was left with £150 in hand to finance
himself, He then had to apply to the bank
for a loan to pay his taxation and for re-
stocking. Another ease I can instanee is that
of a squatter in New South Wales who had
6,000 bullocks worth £10 a head in June, If
he had included them in his taxation return
he would have shown a profit of £2 a head.
As a result, he was foreed to hold the stoek
over and they went down in value. They
were finally sold for £8 a head and he made
a profit of £3 on them in the finaneial year.
This is not party polities but is for the wel-
fare of the country.
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The Premier: You smile when yon say
that.

Mr. MANN: The Premier has an infectious
manner that makes one smile. I do not care
whether the industry involved is farming or
anything else, the present taxes impose a
burden s¢ great that if they are not reduced
they will mean the end of Australia entirely.
With a reduction of 40 per cent, we can en-
visage increased production in Australia,
and that will be the means of carrying the
country on. I appeal to members to carry
the amendment,

MR. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin—on
amendment) [7.43]: In my judgment the
member for Beverley is amply justified in
submitting the amendment. I have not had
tbe opportunity to peruse its actual wording
but I know the sense of it, and I am at
one 'with it for the reason, among others,
that not since the collapse of the banks in
1890, or thereabouts, has the economic out-
look of this country been so disturbing and
public confidence in the future of Australia
at such a low ebb, This has come about,
too, at a time when there is what might be
termed n flood of new markets, particularly
in tho Pacific area, Had we taken advantage
of them some little time ago they would have
paved the way to an era of unexampled pros-
perity in Australia. I am going fo enumer-
ate a few eauses—all of them to my mind,
avoidable—which have contributed to the
present state of affairs. Firstly there is the
inability of the present Government—TI refer
to the Commonwealth and not the State
Government, although the latier must of
course share to a degree in the strictures one
passes on the Commonwealth Government—
to govern in any period of erisis. That is
evidenced by its so frequently withholding
major decisions of policy, and delaying
action, pending the coneurrence of non-
clective bodies cutside of Parliament.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I draw the at-
tention of the member for Williams-Narro-
gin to the fact that we are discussing only
the amendment at present.

Mr, DONEY: This amendment eovers a
great deal of ground,

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, but not what the
hon, member has just been talking about,

Mr. DONEY: I will make my remarks
join up a little later if you, Sir, will permit

213

me to fravel that far. I will show that they

have a distinet bearing on the loss of trade

to Australia and consequently a highly detri-

mental effect upon the earnings of the eoun-

try in which case, quite obviously, they have .
an effect npon taxation. In any event I sup-

pose that normally we would not be de-

bating Federal matters to the extent that

we seem {¢ be debating them this session.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member would
be quite in order in debating that subject
on the Address-in-reply, but not on this
amendment.

Mr, DONEY: If you, Mr. Speaker, are
going to be ns restrictive as that—and I
have to bow to your ruling—you leave me a
little disturbed. I do not know what ig likely
to be acceptable on the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I point out to
the hon. member that the only matters that
ean be dis¢ussed on the amendment are those
of taxation, the restriction of production,
and the strangling of enterprise.

Mr, Styants: There is plenty of scope
there,

Mr. DONEY: I am bound by your ruling,
Sir. I will stilt have an opportunity to pur-
sue my remarks on the main question,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member can
speak on that matter in the Address-in-
reply.

Mr. DONEY: The member for Beverley
made many vemarks bearing on the same
question that I am now touching upon. I
merely add to them that I very cordially
support what he said,

Mr. SPEAKER: When the member for
Beverley was addressing the Chamber he was
speaking on the Address-in-reply, and, on
resuming his seat, moved the amendment.

Mr. NONEY: I am referring to the re-
marks he made subsequent to announcing to
the House the nature of the amendment,

MR. WATTS (Katanning—on amend-
ment) [7.48]: It is with eonsiderable plea-
sure that I support my colleague the member
for Beverley in this matter because I think
his amendment is a most timely one. It
might not have been nearly so timely had
it not been for the observations of the mem-
ber for East Perth last evening. When that
hon. gentleman proceeded to deliver a
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speech, which was entirely aimed at provid-
ing propaganda for the forthecoming elec-
tions by making an issne of the taxation
problem from his point of view—as he un-
doubtedly did—then I consider it to be very
proper that the member for Beverley should
take the opportunity that he did, and which
I am fairly certain he would not otherwise
have taken, of bringing this matter, in ex-
tenso, before the House, because it has a
great many more angles than the member
for Bast Perth indicated. The angles that
he referred to are doubtless suitable for
tickling the ears of the electors of East
Perth, but they will have a great deal less
effect on the eleetors in other portions of
the State—as I would tell him if he were
here—who are not so easily induced to be-
licve political propaganda of the type enun-
ciated hy him on most occasions.

One remark the hon. member made was
to the effect that a man with a wife and
three children would pay a tatal of £12 in
taxation and receive £69 in social benefits,
so that he and persons sueh as he would
have a resultant eredit balanee of £37 on
the year’s operations. That theory conveni-
ently ignores—as arguments based on half-
{ruths usually do—a number of facts, one
of which is that such people are those most
affected by indireet taxation. The memher
for Beverley has told us—he has obtained
his infarmation from last year’s Common-
wealth Budget—that the total of indirect tax-
ation was £101,900,000 which, divided among
7,000,000 people, amounts to about £14 per
head of population, ignoring all direct tax-
ation or incidental payments that may he
made to other sourees of revenue. The man
with a wife and three children pays, on that
basis, £70 in indirect taxation alone and
theprhy has a debit balance of £13, 1t is no
use arguing. Those are the people most
heavily hit hy that kind of taxation.

The person who smokes an occastonal pac-
ket of cigarettes pays 634d. out of every
10d. in indireet taxation and he who drinks
a pot of beer pays 4%d. in every 9d. in
indircet taxation. He pays 3,d. in everv
1%4d. for o box of matches. Some of those
people may even ride in light ears that
they have owned for a number of years,
bought out of their savings, and in such
cases they pay 11d. in indirect taxation on
every 2s. 51%4d. for a gallon of petrol. On
furniture they pay up te 25 per cent. snles
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tax, yet the member for East Perth wonld
have us believe that the omnly eontribution
such people make to faxation is the income
tax they pay on £300. It is the most mis-
leading statement that could be made in
this House or anywhere else, A man hold-
ing a responsible position—such as he does—
who makes such statements, should be ex-
posed, and that is my purpose in rising to
speak to this amendment. I will take some
trouble to indicate to the House what sort
of collcetions we have in indireet tazation.
I find that indirect taxation on cigarettes and
tobacco alone was £8,100,000 for 1945-46.
That is the sum exiracted from the people
on that aecount at a rate approximately
three times that obtaining in 1941-42 which,
as the member for Beverley indicated, was a
year of war.

Tn the figures given by the member for
Beverley a few wmoments ago we find {hat
in excise duty in 1945-46 £47,000,000 was
paid, while in 1941-42 it was only £31,000,-
000, Tn 1941-42 sales tax amounted {o
£26,000,000, and in 1945-46 it was £28,000,-
000. Income tax from individual persons
in 1941-42 realised a total of £46,000,000,
and for 1943-46 the total was £132,000,000,
vet we are asked to believe that a total
reduction of £17,500,000, which iz the
amonnt disclosed by the Prime Minister in
his statement on the reeent reduction, is a
fair amount after 12 months of peace. It s
a well known fact that that rveduction will
not take effeet, in the case of many tax-
payers, until the end of the now current
financial year. We now find that taxation
on companies and other forms of income
tax was £30,000,000 in 1941-42, while for
1945.46 it amounts to £59,000,000, an in-
crease of £20,000,000. As to the pay roll
tax, thongh the rate has not altered, in
1041-42 the total was £8,062,000 and in
1945-46 it was £11,000,000.

In the course of his remarks the memher
for Beverley observed that even if this
redunetion in the rate of taxation was made
today he had no doubt that the amount re-
ceived would he considerably greater than
would appear from a mere caleulation of
deducting so mueh per eent. fram the total.
That iz obvions. In the same way as the
pay-rall tax has inereased, through more
people earning taxahle income so, when
there is more produced by industry, a lower
rate of tax will produce a greater sum in
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the total than it now does, We must re-
member also that many men and women in
the Forees were not liable for taxation, and
rightly so, on the earnings they veceived as
members of the Forces, but when those
people, including 75,000 demobilised in
\Vestern Australia who according to the
member for East Perth—exeept 1,300 of
them—are all in employment, ¢come to make
their returns, in most instances they will
doubtless pay some measure of taxation, {o
increase the eommon total. That will hap-
pen all over Australin and there will be
mueh more prospect of colleeting a large
total of taxation, at a lower rate from
greater numbers, than there was two years
ago with the decreased number then en-
gaged in industry.

I will now revert to indireet taxzation.
I realise, as must any sensible man, that
there has to be a higher rate of taxation
now than before the war, but I will not
concede that the present position is satisfac-
tory or reasonable, nor will I concede that
the proposals made by Mr. Menzies and ve-
ferred to by the member for East Perth last
evening are unreasonable. On all the faets
given by the member for Beverley and the
figures with which he supplied the House it
is elear that, while the expenditure on the
Armed Forces out of revenue, as disclosed
in the 1945-46 Commonwealth Budget at
page 44, was £207,804,000, for 1941-42, out of
the same revenue, it was £85,341,000, and it
is ridienlons to suggest that any greater ex-
penditure on the Armed Forces will be re-
quired in 1946-47 than was required in 1941-
42, the year in which the Japanese war
began,

It is fairly clear—it is eapable of cal-
culation at all events—that there ean be a
reduction of a very considerable sum in taxa-
tion, and that has been realised in the Old
Country. There the authorities have abolished
the excess profits tax; they have considerably
reduced the sales fax, known there as the
purchase tax; they have halved it and in
many eases abolished it on numerous articles
of household use, and such things as home
utensils. They are working on the right
lines. They are engaged in a tremendous
campaign for increased produetion. In eer-
tain directions we require an immense cam-
paign for inereased produetion becanse many
things are requisite and necessary but, every
way we turn, we flnd there is virtumally
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nothing that ean be done to fulfil the work
we wish to do. Therefore, if the Labounr
Government of Great Britain, saddled as I
suppose it is with as great a responsibility in
proportion to ity population as is any other
country in the world,—

Mr, Abbott: More so!

Mr. WATTS : —faced with the necessity of
maintaining a large army of occupation in
eertain European countries, with tremendous
problems even in proportion to population
in vegard to demobilisation and a return
and conversion to normal industry, which
must have been turmed completely upside-
down during the war, as anyone who reads
the records of what took place will realise,
if that government can within nine months
of the cessation of hostilities make the de-
ductions and others more than those to
which T have referred—

Mr. Withers: The people of England are
not as well fed as we are.

Mr, WATTS: That is not a question of
tazation. It is & question of inability to
obtain supplies, and this has been contri-
buted to, might I suggest, by the restriction
in production in countries such as this. Had
we been able to make a greater contribution
than we have done, I venture to snggest that
bread rationing at least might have been
postponed or never have been introduced in
Great Britain. I suggest that a country of
that sort, with the rationing it has had over
many years, would net have introduced bread
rationing unless it had simply become essen-
tial. It was a question not of money but of
inability to obtain the goods necessary to
feed the people. It was a sorry position, but
it was a physical impossibility to obiain the
goods.

1t is not alome the guestion of the rates
of taxation themselves that interests me. It
is the question of the deduections that should
be allowed te people who have family and
other responsibilities, These people have been
given no consideration at all; at least they
may have been given eonsideration, but the
consideration has produced no result. In this
country we have at present a system of re-
bates which is a very different thing from a
system of deductions. The net result is that
one’s tax is assessed at the higher rate, and
the amount is arrived at after the rate has
been fizxed, whereas, under the deduction sys-
tem, one is assessed at the lower rate and one



216

gets n concession in the rate itsclf, which
has a double effect on the amount of taxa-
tion to be paid. Nothing has been done in
that regard.

Where has there been any suggestion that
a reduction should be made in such items as
that of sales tax on mator vehicles? It is a
well-known fact that the greater number of
motor vehicles in this State at any rate—we
need not go to places outside because we do
not know too much about them—are virtu-
ally worn cut. A great number of them weve
Army disposal vehicles and they perhaps are
in better order than some of those which are
older, but very many people now or in the
near future will have to replace their trans-
port vehicles; I will ignore vehicles used for
pleasure. The existing rate of sales tax on
motor vehicles is 12% per cent., so this
means that on a vehicle costing £500, there
is not less than £60 for sales tax. The result
is that everybody who acquires a motor
vehicle, even for the most essential pnrposes,
is loaded with that extra cost of £60 which,
in the majority of cases, he is ill able to
pay and must necessarily inerease the capital
eost of his enterprise and so the cost of the
items of production. We must take these
factors into consideration.

We are justified, within reason, in offering
our protest. As I have said, I am of opinion
that we cannot expect a return to the pre-
war position, but we can expeet a departure
from the present position and a very com-
siderable relief, mueh greater than is being
offered to us at the present time. If we do
not get that relief, then I believe we shall
have considerable difficulty in encouraging
production and enterprise in this State and
in eneouraging people to work.

I have amongst my friends a young man
who is engaged in a certain industry. Re-
cently, hy agreement between employers and
employecs, the rate for the particular job he
filled was increased by 5s. 8 week, He re-
ceives his wages fortnightly. He went along
to eollect the wages in due course, filled, I
have no doubt, with bright ideas as to what
he wonld do with the extra 10s., and his em-
ployer reluetantly informed him that he was
obliged to give 7s. 6d. of it to Mr. Chifley.
This principle has applied in very many in-
stances and has particular application to
overtime, and if it is not a deterrent to
people being prepared to do a little extra
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work or to aim at earning a little extra
money by legitimate and reasonable means,
I do not know what is,

I have before me in a copy of the Federal
Budget a return of the various taxes that ave
payable with a comparison for several years.
They certainly make very interesting reading,
because they, Show what a tremendous differ-
ence exists botween the taxes now assessed
and those assessed in the earlier period of
the war. Let us take the year 1940-41 as
being a reasonable basis and the year 1943-
44, which is the last year available in last
year's Budget, and which shows the rate at
which taxes were payable before the revent
reduction.

Mz, Cross: The war did not get into its
stride until 1942,

Mr. WATTS: I could not cateh the hon.
member's interjection, but doubtless it was of
little importanee. In 1940-41 those with in-
comes of £200 a year and under paid 4.2 per
cent, of the total taxation and paid £5 12s,
4d. per taxpayer. In 1943-44 those same
people paid only 2.4 per cent of the total
taxation, but they paid £9 15s, 2d. per head.
In other words, their taxation increased by
£4 3s. in respect of that particular ineome.
The next grade as given in this table is from
£201 to £500. We find that in 1940-41
those people paid 7.3 per cent. of the total
income tax, or a total amount of £3,639,7086,
the rate per head being £23 8s. 24. In 1943.
44 they paid £54,205,450 in all, which re-
presented 26.8 per cent. of the total tax, the
rate per head being £45 0s. 2d. So we dis-
cover that the smount of tax which those
people contributed went up from £3,000,000
to £54,000,000, from 7.3 per cent. to 26.8 per
cent, and from £23 to £45 per head of the
population coneerned.

If we turn now to the next grade, in which
I think most members of this House will
find themselves included and which is from
£501 to £1,000, we find that in 1940-41 these
people paid 9.7 per cent. of the total taxa-
tion, or £77 18s. 10d. per head. In 1943-41
ihey paid 15.3 per eent., very nearly double
the percentage of the total taxation, and a
total of £144 0s. 6d. per head. Yet the mem-
ber for East Perth would have us belicve
that the rates of taxation to which he re-
ferred, imposed and cheerfully borne—cheer-
fully borne, I say—by the people of this
country so long as we were engaged fn
active hostilities, and for 12 months there-
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after probably fairly cheerfully borne too,
are to be continued, near enough, in per-
petuity in order to achieve some nebulous
result which the hon. member appeared to
have in mind but which he by no means
made clear to the House.

I say it simply cannot go on, There has
got to be some very determined action if we
are going to get things moving in this eoun-
try, if we are going to have supplies to build
houses, it we are going to have workmen to
deal with our various problems of land and
other settlement, if we are going to have
farniture to put in those houses which we
manage to build, if we are going to allow
marvied couples without childven to have
homes who at present are prevented from
having them because of the decision foreed
on them by cireumstances, though, as I said
last week, T think unwisely, not to grant per-
mits to them, If we are going to have an
increase in our population by that or by
any other means, and that means I believe
to be the most desirable, then we shall very
certainly have to re-arrange the incidence of
taxation upon the people of this country and
make a start about it as soon as we can.
In my opinion, there is no time like the pre-
sent to make a start on these things, espe-
cially as it has been shown by the example
of a country whose finaneial obligations, in
proportion to population, are greater than
our own and whose activity in tax reduction
is very considerably greater than our own,
that it can be dene. I therefore support the
amendment.

ME. THORN (Toodyey—on amendment})
[8.14]: T have pleasure in supporting the
amendment. I cannot understand why any
Government should introduce a tax so un-
seientific in its applieation; because, al-
though the taxation collected yielded a tre-
mendous sum of money, I maintain that had
it been applied under a different system the
Federa) Treasurer would have found that his
revenne from it would have been just as
great, whilst industry would not have been
hendicapped nor the work of the indus-
(rialist retarded. I know that daring the
war period, owing to this heavy tazation,
workers frequently took a day off beeause
they would have been out of pocket had they
worked on that day. As I say, this taxation
is unscientific. I know of workers in the
Midland Junction Workshops who went back
to work a nightshift from which they would
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derive only an extra 3s. or 4s. That is not
any encouragement to men to work, The
same applies to production. Taxzation has
not encouraged production. It has not paid
people to produce. I can mention a specific
case in my electorate, On one property
there, 2,000 cases of oranges were allowed
to go to the ground for the simple reason
that the owner’s income had reached a cer-
tain figure which, if exceeded, would have
placed him in g higher grade of taxation.
He made up his books, worked out the pro-
position, and found that he wonld have
marketed the last 2,000 cases of oranges for
the benefit of the Federal Treasurer.

Mr. Cross: Why did he not put them in
at cost?

Mr. THORN: It was not a matter of put-
ting them in at cost. The point was that that
extra income would have placed the grower
in a higher grade of taxation, Members are
aware that we were granted an allowance to
compensate for the inerease in the basie
wage. Who is getting the benefit of that in-
ercagse? The Federal Treasurer! I asked the
Clerk of the House the other day what I re-
ceived out of that inerease, and he replied,
“You get about £4 out of it.” So we find
our State Government providing money in
an attempt to improve our position as mem-
hers and that money going to the Federal
Treasurer. We wonld have been better off
without it and the State would have bene-
fited by it. The Federal Treasurer was re-
cently accused in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment of not disclosing the true financial
position of the Commonwealth, I think the
accusation was based on solid grounds. I
will take the members of this House as an
illustration, How many of us have received
our income tax assessment for the past finan-
cial year? Many of us have not.

Hon. J, C. Willcock: No fear!

Mr. THORN: I have not received mine,
and many others have not reeeived theirs.
We will get them very soon with the assess-
ment for the present year in addition and
thus the paymenis will come into the next
finaneial year. It is the same all over Aus-
tralia.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Anyhow, you have
made a provisional payment and will not
have much more to pay.

Mr. THORN: That may be so. As I say,
the true financial position of Australia is
not being disclosed. There is another point.
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An article appeared in the Press last week-
end complaining about the boat-building in-
dustry. The writer mentioned that the in-
dustry was dead and he gave as his reason
the sales tax of 25 per cent. on the price of
& pleasure hoat. We may say, “Well, I
suppose it is fair enough that pleasure hoats
and pleasure vehicles should be taxed.” But
how foolish it is when we reslise that, owing
to the tax, we are puiting dozens of men
out of work or out of their ordinary trades
or callings, That is the effect. This undis-
closed taxation, such as the sales tax, is very
eruel indeed. What is the good of filling the
worker’s pay envelope—and I do not want
to dwell on the workers; what I say can be
applied to anyone—what is the good of fill-
ing up a pay envelope, on paper, and tak-
ing away a big slice of it by taxation? That
is what is happening. What is the purchas-
ing power of the money in the worker's pay
envelope today? It is very little indeed.
He is having a tough time with all these
deductions, because half the commodities he
requires are loaded up with sales tax, and
he is paying through the neck for every-
thing. The amendment is very timely; and
although there will be speeches protecting
the Commonwenlth Government, I feel sure
that every member of the House is smarting
under the taxation imposed by that Govern-
ment. And not only this House, but the
whole community. One thing that annoys
thinking men is the wilful exiravagance of
the Commonwealth Government. There is
no doubt about that extravagance. I do not
suppose we have ever had such an extrava-
gant Government in power using the taz-
payers’ money.

The Minister for Education: Let ns have
a few instances.

Mr., THORN: I will give the Minister a
few. Has he ever been to the top floor of
the Commonwealth Bank in Sydney? Has
he ever seen the rows of beautiful offices?
One door has on it the name of Max Falstein
and inside is his typist, his private secretary,
doing practically nothing. The next door
has another Federal member’s name on it.
Ts that expenditure warranted$

Mr. MeLarty: The sum of £90,000 was
spent in order to send Federal members for
trips,

Mr. THORN: Yes, I had that in mind. I
was not going to dwell on that too much.
The amount is certainly extravagant, but I
do think we should send ambassadors over-
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rea. Al the same time I agree that there was
no need for those men to take their families
at the expense of the taxpayers. It is not
fair. State members of Parliament do far
more work than Federal members. Half the
time of the State members is taken up in
doing the work of Federal members.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is nothing
about State and Federal members in the
amendment.

Mr. THORN: No, but it is a charge on the
taxpayers.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
discuss taxation but he may not compare
Federal and State members and talk about
the work they do.

Mr, THORN: All right, Mr. Speaker; but
1 was going to link up my remarks with the
tremendous charge on the taxpayer. That
expenditure is not warranted. It is unneces-
sary; and if that sort of thing did not ocenr
we would have more faith in the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Watts: The Department of Informa-
tion costs £700,000 a year to inform the
public wrongly.

Mr. THORN: Yes, and to “ge” the news-
papers. But I must not dwell on that be-
cause it is not in the amendment. I hope
this matter will be well discussed. It is a
tremendous problem to the whole of the tax-
payers of Australia and is something that
eould well be checked up on. A tremendous
saving could be made if our Federal Trea-
surer goft down to tintacks.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth—on amend-
ment) [8.25]: I have already dealt to a cer-
tain extent with this matter in my speech
on the general debate, but T feel that I
should show I am thoroughly in sympathy
with the amendment. I do not think I am
out of the ordinary in that respect. I eon-
sider that 90 per cent. of the members in
this House will support the amendment,
whatever side they may be on, because it
must be generslly admitted that taxation is
a ot higher than it need be. The Common-
wealth Government is so used to dealing with
war expenditure that that extravaganee means
nothing to it. We have nll seen thousands
of pounds of war material wasted, buildings
erected and never used and a hundred and
one other examples of wasteful expenditure,
The Commonwealth Government is so used
to dealing in millions of pounds that it does
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not lake mueh notice of a few thousands, At
this stage, when the whole eommunity is try-
ing to engage in reconstruction, the Com-
monwealth Government thinks of building a
university for a few thousand people in
Canberra. It hos also one of the finest
sehools in the world; one of the most ex-
travagantly furnished and equipped estab-
lishments of its kind in Canberra. It cost the
members of the Commonwealth Government
nothing!

The Minister for Edueation: Youn think it
an extravagantly equipped school, do ysu?
I do not.

Mr, ABBOTT: They have a domestic
seience centre which eost nothing less than
£2,000,

The Minister for Edueation: You think
that is above a proper standard of education,
do you?

Mr. ABBOTT: No; but I think that West-
ern Australia is very much helow that stand-
ard and that the standard ought to he com-
mon to all States. Any Serviceman knows
the large amount of money that has heen
speat by the Department of Information in
sending literatnre to members of the Forees
—mostly propaganda and deemed to be very
good for the Labour Government. Thousands
of pounds were squandered by the depart-
ment in distribuiing literature that was
thrown into the wastepaper bagket, I have
seen cartloads of such pamphlets. It did not
matter; it was wartime! I think it wonld do
no harm but g lot of good if the Common-
wealth Government reeeived from this State
a suggestion that such useless spending of
money was not appreciated. Therefore I
support the amendment and I feel that we
shall reeeive support, toe, from the Govern-
ment and members on the other side of the
House.

MR. PERKINS (York—on amendment)
[8.27]: We have no alternative in the way
we approach this question of taxation at
present seeing that the taxation powers have
been removed from State Governments and
that the sole taxing authority in Australia is
the Commonwealth Government. The only
approach we can make to deal adequately
with the gunestion of taxzation is fo request
our State Government to make representa-
tions of some kind to the Federal authorities
aud to submit the views of the people in this
State. There may be differences of opinion as
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to the exaet representations that should be
made, but at least the member for Beverley
in moving the amendment has indicated a
line of approseh. If memhers generally
agree that the taxation position is unsatis-
factory it is up to them to suggest some bet-
ter approach if they do not agree with the
one suggested. Some alteration of the present
taxation burden is absolutely essential. The
amendment deals in the first place with
taxation as a deterrent to production.
I think members, generally, will agree that
wherever one goes one hears the opinion ex-
pressed by people of all classes that the
heavy rates of taxation being levied in Aus-
tralin now are the greatest single deterrent
to inereased production and inereased energy
on the part of the people, and those respons-
ible for the organisation of produetion.

Mr, Withers: Would you say that applied
to primary production?

Mr. PERKINS: I say it applies every-
where—to primary production and second-
ary industries. It applies to companies and
to the men working for companies. I do
not think any section of the community is
immune from this feeling that energy in pro-
duetion is much diminished through heavy
taxation.

Mr, Styants: The companies arve still pay-
ing good dividends.

Mr. PERKINS: Some are.

M. Styants: All of them,

Mr. PERKINS: All of them are not_pay-
ing good dividends. That is an absolutely
false statement!

My. Styants: Well, most of them are.

Mr. PERKINS: Not even most companies
are payving good dividends.

Hon, J. C. Willcoek: They do not pay
any tax if they do not make a profit.

Mr. PERKINS: All of us ean think of
specific instances of high rates of taxation
having a serious effect on industry. Some
members may know of the instance I am
now going to quote. I am not going to
mention the names of the people concerncd,
but a big Sydney factory, which is largely
dependent on its moulders in the moulding
shop, has got into such a state with its
production that it has made inguiries in
Western Australia to have some of the
moulding carried out here, the castings sent
to Sydney for processing and then returned
to Western Australiz as finished articles to
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be retailed. I am told that in that par-
ticular factory the moulders are working
the equivalent of only three or four days a
week. The balance of their time is lost in
ahsenteeism,

Mr. W. Hegney: You are speaking to the
amendment.

Mr. PERKINS: Yes, I am speaking of
the deterrent effect that high taxation has.
These particular moulders "who work only
three or four days a week in the moulding
shop earn, in that time, £6 or £7 on which
they pay a fair amount of taxation, and
they are prepared to pay that. If they
agreed to work overtime, which iz freely
offered by the company, they might earn
£15 or £16 a week. But the position is that
they are spending the balance of their time
in the backyard industries to which other
speakers have referred. Any member who
has been in Sydney recently must have heard
the same sort of tale. People there are en-
gaged in backyard vegetable production and
hawking the vepetables to other housecholders
and thus earning money which is not subject
to high rates of taxation, or to any taxation
at all because that is gne form of black
marketing.

I am going to deal with the question of
evasion of taxation a little later because 1
think it is a separate subjeet, but looking
generally at the matfer members can real-
ise the position of the goldmining industry
in this State. It forms rather a special
case. A company that owns a goldmine owns
a certain amount of gold in the ground
which can only be mined and sold once.
Everyone hopes that at some stage we will
get back to lower rates of taxation than
are being levied at present. Jt must be
obvious to all that it will be to the interests
of the shareholders of a mining company
for the concern to go slow on production at
present with the object of conserving its
gold resources in the ground so that they
ean be mined later on when a lesser pro-
portion of the company's profits will bhe
taken by the Federal Taxation Commis-
sioner.

The present position must, in some de-
gree, he responsible for ‘the rather slow
recovery of the goldmining industry in this
State. Some members may say that, in
the 'prosent state of world affairs when
food is so urgently needed, possibly some
other things are more vitally required than
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is gold. That may be so, but if gold
is available it certainly makes it pos-
sible for us to get, in exchange for it
many articles badly needed for production
of various other kinds. I ecite that instanee
beeanse goldmining is an industry where the
agset in the ground is a gradually depreciat-
ing one. The same principle applies, to a
greater or lesser extent, to many other
lines of production. Even in primary
produetion, in which some members on this
side of the House are mainly interested,
it is unreasonable to expect producers to
make their lives harder than need be by
expending greater energy and time on their
work when such a large proportion of the
results of their efforts will finally go to the
Federal Taxation Commissioner.

I came across a case not very long ago
of a farmer and three sons who were con-
cerned in farming a very productive pro-
perty in this State. In the years of lowex
taxation they had, for their own conveni
ence, made their farm inio a company
and had allowed themselves a rather
low rate of remuneration for their labour,
During the depression it was as mueh
as most farmers were able to earn
They bad allowed themselves about £30(
or £400 a year each for their efforts,
and they were a very efficient concern.
As &8 result of the better prices dur-
ing the war years, and the deferred main-
tenance and improvements, their current
in¢come refturns have been somewhat in-
flated. The total income of that farming
eompany has increased to a considerable
figure and that concern is now paying,
firstly, the company rate of taxation of
8s. in the £, and then the dividends that
are distributed are taxed on the basis of
earnings from property. They pay the in-
come tax rate for income earned from pro-
perty in the dividends, when distributed, and
the sum fotal of taxation for the father and
three sons concerned was such that, taking
direct taxation on the incomes they receive
as wages, and that received as dividends
from the company, on this farm they were
paying 15s. 6d. in the pound. Such a high
rate as that must have a deterrent effect
on production.

Member: Did they not dissolve the com.
pany?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not know what has
happened to the company, but my advicc
te them was to dissolve the company and



{8 Aucust, 1946.]

make it an ordinary partnership. How-
ever, under the present regulations it is
doubtful. whether the Taxation Department
would permit such action to be taken, be-
cause obviously it would be an attempt
to evade taxation on the basis on which
it was levied in earlier years,
Mr. Watts: Or to avoid it.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: They would gef
definite advantages from being a company.

Mr. PERKINS: They may have done so,
but I could not see much advantage in it
when they were paying 15s. 6d. in the
pound in taxation, and in that case it was
having a deterrent effect on their increas-
ing production at a time when food of
every description was so badly needed.
Another aspect is that the very high rates
of taxation are causing many people—
people who are prepared to adopt evasive
mensures—to escape the just imposition of
taxation. There are many anomalies at
present as between one section of taxpayers
and another. I referred earlier to the fact
that many backyard industries have sprung
np, industries which are not efficient but
the motive for which is to avoid taxation.
There are many indications, if one looks
for them, that there must be a considerable
amount of taxation evasion, especially in
the larger cities.

T was in Sydney earlier in the year and,
if one were to believe the tales one heard,
the position must be very bad there. On
the evidence that one can colleet and which
may reasonably be assumed to be eorrect,
it is obvious that there is & great deal of
evasion at present, and I maintain that its
extent is largely proportionate to the
severity of the rate of taxation. I think
we are justified in stating a case to the
Commonwealth Government and in saying
that if there is a reduction in the rate of
taxation we can expeet that the revenue
will not fall in anything like direct pro-
portion to the reduction of the rate, be-
cause with the Iower rates there will be far
less incentive for evasion to take place.
T understand that in the luxury seaside
resort of Palm Beach, just north of Sydney,
there are many cottages let throughout the
snmmer season at £21 per week. It must ba
obvious that, with the present rates of taxa-
tion, it is impossible for anyone—no matter
what his income, unless it is a fabulous sum
—to pay that amount per week for the
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greater part of the summer season if he is
paying the legitimate rate of taxation on his
ineome. It is impossible to prove, but there
is a strong suspieion that this luxury spend-
ing in Melbourne and Sydney is dome by
people who are not paying their just ducs
to the Taxation Department.

Mr. Watts: It is a suspicion that is shared
by the Taxation Commissioner.

Mr. PERKINS: I sappose that is so, and
I have often wondered why the Taxation
Commissioner hgs not inguired further into
it. On the evening that I left Sydney we had
dinner at the grill room of one of the large
hotels, and when I went to pay the bill and
handed over the e¢ash I noticed that the
drawer of the cash register was open. I gol
my change but the drawer was not olosed
and the amount was not rung up on the cash
register. Apparently it was a common prac-
tice, and people were passing in and out. The
Taxation Depariment’s inspectors would have
had the same opportunity as any private
citizen to see what was going on, One could
not say that taxation evasion was taking
place in such a case, but obviously if a cash
register is placed on a counter and is used
to hold the money, that coneern, in normal
times, would depend on the cash register
fizures for computing its takings. In this
cage the amounts were not being registered,
and I am afraid that that practice applies in
far too many businesses. The result is that
people who are prepared to adopt unserupu-
lons practices are able to evade paying their
share of taxation, while other individuals,
whether ordinary workers in industry or
other honest members of the community, who
render approximately correct taxation re-
turns, are paying extra in order to make up
for the taxation evaded by the less serupu-
lous section of the community.

Apart from the sspect of decreasing in-
centive to production, such practices have a
bad moral effect on the community generally.
I think we are fully justified in making re-
presentations to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment atong the lines set out in this amend-
ment. I would not like anyone to think that
members on this side of the House were ir-
responsible in this matter, and I do not think
any of us forget the effect that a great re-
duction of taxation would have on Govern-
ment finance, hut I think we have good reason
for holding the opinion that s better way
to gather snfficient to meet Governmental ex-
penditure and commitments is to inerease
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production, so that the levy ean be spread
over a much wider period in order to gain
the required amount, rather than to attempt
to collect the necessary amount from a lesser
amount of production. I do not think it
would be extravagant to say that if taxzation
were reduced to approximately pre-war levels
—1 doubt, of course, if that is possible—pro-
duction eould be inereased by 50 per cent. or
even more. It is & matter of opinion but it is
a question upon which the Commonwealth
(Government should be able to form a more
accurate opinion than is possible on the part
of any private member. Certainly it is a
matter respecting which the Common-
wealth Government has made very little in-
quiry., Had inquiries been made in the di-
rections indicated, tazation schedules would
probably be based on rather different pre-
mises than they are at present.

There is also the question of a better and
more scientific spending of money already
available to Governments. Tonight we have
had refercnces to the Department of In-
formation, which is eosting the people of
Australia £1,000 per day. While that type
of expenditure is going on, we have every
ground for protesting to the Commonwealth
(Government that all steps have not been
taken to bring expenditure down to more
reasonable levels. Besides the effeet on pro-
duetion which reduced taxation would inevit-
ably have, there is the other aspeet that if
expenditure were cut to some degree, less
taxation would be required to meet the com-
mitments confronting the Commonwealth
Government. If the Government is not pre-
pared to make representations along the lines
suggested in the amendment, Ministers
should show cause in this House why those
representations should not be made. I have
pleasure in supporting the amendment.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly—on amend-
ment) [8.53]: I would not have partieipated
in the debate but for an interjection during
the speech by the member for York to tho
effect that taxation did not affeet primary
producers. I was denling with a case today
which I have placed before the Commissioner
of Taxation, concerning a farmer in my dis-
triet who has received an assesament for
£250—the first assessment he has had for
three years, It may be snid that he has
received the income that enabled him to be
assessed to that amount, but it ineludes £138
representing the amount involved in _the
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iniquitous steal, as I regard it, by the Com-
monwealth Government with respect to what
it termed the lag in taxation. When I in-
terviewed this man’s bankers, I found that
he was receiving sustenance to enable him to
carry on.

Mr. MeLarty: He could borrow and pay
interest on the money.

Mr. SEWARD: He eannot borrow at all;
he has no equity. He is receiving sustenanee
from his bankers. He ean no more pay the
taxation for which he is levied than he can
fly. Fancy no assessment for three years
and then getting one for £250!

Mr. Watts: And £133 for next year.

Mr. SEWARD: No, that iz included and
represents his taxation lag—or rather “steal.”
That shows how the Taxation Department
esrries on,

Hon. J, C. Willeock: No, it does not. The
Taxation Department gives reasonable con-
sideration to representations that are made.

Mr. SEWARD: But that is what has hap-
pened.

My. Leslie: The department sucks the
blood out of them, that is all.

Mr. SEWARD: As a matter of fact, T
referred to this matter when speaking to an-
other departmental officer, and he admitted
that the writ should never have been issued
against this man.

Hon, J. C. Willeock: There you are!

Mr, SEWARD: But that officer is not the
Commissioner! There are other instances
that come to mind. I was spesking to a
lady whose husband died two years ago. She
is receiving over £1,000 a year and will have
to pay a considerable amount of income tax,
but she has not yet received any assessment.
References were recently made in the Com-
monwealth Parliament to the amount of in-
come tax cutstanding. The amount was com-
puted at £60,000,000. Suppose there were
a number of other instances such as I have
referred to in which the individuals eannot
possibly pay their assessments and, for argu-
ment’s sake, not £60,000,000 but £30,000,000
or £40,000,000 is collectable, what would be
the position? If the tax were eollected, then,
instead of the Commonwealth Government
granting relief to the extent of £17,000,000,
the Federal Treasurer could have granted
relief to the extent of £30,000,000, If he col.
lected what is ontstanding, that should be
quite easy. The member for Beverley is to
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be congratulated on moving the amendment.
I did not know of his intention to de so, or
I would have been prepared with material,
much of which is available, to support his
suggestion that urgent representations should
be mede to the Federal Treasurer for fur-
ther relief in taxation. Surely it is recog-
nised that heavy taxation must be to the
detriment of production.

During the Jast 12 months I have met many
farmera and have discussed the matter with
them. They say, “What is the use of putting
in more crop or getting more sheep or stock?
Anything T earn goes to the Federal Taxa-
tion Commissioner.” Thet is the position.
Farmers will not inecrease production for
that simple reason. Then again, I visited
a town in my electorate where there is an
industrial establishment. The proprietor
admitted to me that he did not know what
he was going to do. If there happened to
be a dance or a social gathering on Thurs-
day night, even if it took place miles away
from the town, his whole establishment would
be deserted. The employees were quite satis-
fied to work from Monday to Thursday and
did not care whether they worked for the
rest of the week because they knew that what
they earned would simply go in faxation.
It is high time a scientific inquiry was con-
dueted into our taxation methods and imposts,
and the haphazard way in which assessments
are sent out. Thank goodness, I have not
been placed in the position of not getting
an assessment for two or three years, but I
have met many men who have been in that
position and then received a blister that they
have not been able to meet. I have pleasure
in supporiing the amendment, and sincerely
hope the Government will make nrgent re-
presentations to the Commonwealth on this
matter and secure relief for many people
thoroughly deserving of it.

MER. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall—on amend-
ment) [8.58]: T congratulate the member for
Beverley on his initiative in promoting this
discussion.

Mr. Withers: Initiative, or by request?

Mr. LESLIE: T refer to the hon. mem-
ber's initiative. Surely the Government
is not goine to be behindhand in the matter
and leave it entirely to the initiative of the
Opposition to take steps to bring about a
reduction in taxation. The reduction that
has already been announced 1is, we say,

totally inadequate, but nevertheless it was
grented directly as & result of efforts made
by the Opposition parties in the Common-
wealth Parliament.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Nonsense!

Mr. LESLIE: In support of my state-
ment I will quote one whose words will be
accepted avithout question as coming from the
highest authority from which suech a state-
ment could emanate. As the member for
Geraldton knows, seeing that he iz an ex-
Treasurer, no Government goes before Par-
liament with a programme of taxation
totally unprepared. A Government knows
well ahead what the proposals for the yecar
ave and it is not left as late as the end of
June before a decision is reached whether
there will be a decrease or increase in taxa-
tion, The Commonwealth Treasurer is
surely quite as astute as the member
for Geraldton would be in that respect.
Mr. Chifley clearly indicated by his own
statement that he was quite unprepared to
make any reduction in taxation whatsoever,
but the pressure by the Opposition parties,
their repetition, suggestion and urging, such
as is taking place here tonight, evenimally
convinced the Government that there was a
necessity to do something.

Mr. SPEAKER: The amendment sets out
to protest against the reduction made. Tt
does not matter whether it was the Govern-
ment or the Opposition that was responsihle
for the reduection.

Mr. LESLIE: I must bow by your ruling,
Mr. Speaker, but the amendment alludes to
the taxation relief which is proposed by the
Commonwealth Government, and it is the
taxation relief proposed by that Government
that I am dealing with. I quote from “The
West Australian” of the 29th Juone. The
Prime Minister, in dealing with this tax re-
duetion, is reported as follows:—

Canberra, 28th June.—The Prime Minister
(Mr. Chifley) explained today that continu-
ance of the present seale of tax deduetions de-
pended on when the Taxation Department eould
complete the schedules of the reduced deduc-
tions and get them distributed . . . Normally,
the Government deeided on taxation deduetions
in sufficient time to permit of the schedules
being prepared, but in this instance it had
been impossible.

It was impossible for the reasons I have
explained. The Commonwealth Government
was forced into taking this action. That is
unfquestionably so on the anthority of Mr.
Chifley himself.
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Hon. J. C. Willcock: He knew that he
was going to make reduetions, but did not
know the amount.

Mr. LESLIE: He probably had a shrewd
idea that he would be forced into making
reductions by the insistence of the Opposi-
tion, though he did not know how foreeful
that pressure would be or how much effort
would be required to resist it.

Much bas heen said about the adverse
effect of the high incidenee of taxation on
produetion. I feel that this House can take
a Jesf out of the book and follow the
example of the Federal Opposition parties
by reiterating and maintaining pressure on
the Stete Government in order to convinee
it, if it is not already econvinced, that the in-
cidence of taxation is too great & burden for
the workers to carry. Figures have been
quoted to prove that the more one does
nowadays, the less one actually gains. 'The
harder one’s work, the less one’s return, be-
eause most of it is swallowed up in taxation.
I am very much concerned about tlie adverse
cffeet of high taxation on production, not so
much upon prodaction as it has been affected
this year Because of the unwillingness of
people to expand their industry, engage in
developmental work and so increase vitally-
needed production, but beeause in a short
time when the almost worn-out machinery and
plant of primary producers and secondary
Industries need to be replaced, we shall find
that these people have no reserves with which
to meet those charges. Those reserves will
be in the hands of the Federal Treasorer,
and these people will have no option to
going again to the banks and asking for ad-
vances in order to meet what will then be u
ery from the Government for increased pro-
duction in order to maintain the national
economy at a sound level, For this reason it
is urgently necessary that a greater reduec-
tion in taxation should be made than that
which is proposed.

The amendment of the member for Bever-
ley says we consider that the taxation relief
proposed is inadequate, especially as it indi-
cates no relief of any kind from indirect
taxation. I do not know from what source
the funds that are used for the hospital bene-
fits scheme are drawn, whether they come
from direct or indireet taxation,

Mr. Watts: They eome out of the general
pocket,
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. Mr. LESLIE: They come out of the
people’s pockets. The fact that we are being
compelled to bear that cost and are getting
no return for it is another cause for dis-
satisfaction, as the member for Beverley
points out in the eoncluding part of his
amendment “cause diseontent among indus-
trial workers and others.” Although we have
a hospital benefits scheme for free hospital
treatment, we have not the hospitals to ac-
commodate the patients seeking admission,
A couple of days ago the “Daily News" told
us of what was happening at the King Ed-
ward Memorial Hospital in regard to accom-
modation for maternity ecases. These are
hospital cases; patients pay iaxes, but when
it comes to finding a place where they can
get accommodation, this so-called benefit
provided by an allegedly beneficent Govern-
ment, grasping deeply into the pockets of
everyhody for the eoins that might be there,
is not available. Is it any wonder that there
is diseontent amongst industrial workers and
others?

It is only a wilfully blind Government that
cannot appreciate the discontent that exists
today amongst industrial workers and others,
making them a very fertile fleld for the
operations of those elementy that would dis-
rupt the production and development of
Australia in order that they might eventually
impose their will upon us. Members on the
Government side of the House know the
geetion to whom I allude because they so
often abuse that seetion for the disruption
that occurs amongst the industrial com-
munity. The blame for this lies at the door
of the Federal Treasurer for providing and
making so fertile the field for that undesir-
able seetion. It is only a wilfully blind
Treasurer that cannot see the dangers that
lie ahead. If there were any necessity for a
continuance of the present high taxation,
one contd understand that any means might
justify the end, but the Leader of the Op-
posmon and I hope the result of our efforts
is no necessity for it in the light of the ordi-
nary economy of the State.

My, Cross: Yon are only putting up a one-
eyed case,

Mr, LESLIE : The one-eyed case was pui
vp in the Federal sphere because there wn:
only one side to the case. There is no argn-
ment against it. Anyone who takes the op-
posite view must stand condemned. That i
why the case had to be put up by the Op
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position, and I hope the result of our eftorts
will eventually be as successful as were those
of our collengues in the Federal sphere. Ac-
cording to the Speech, in other industries
employment is restricted by a shortage of
meterials, Let us trace that back and we find
that the burden of taxation is the canse of
it, this taxation which is causing discontent
smongst the industrial workers, interruption
of production, shortage of materials, unem-
ployment, the npecessity for imposing high
taxation to provide funds for the unem-
ployed. There we have the circle, and it can
only be broken by a Government that is
strong enough to tell the people what is the
eorrect thing to do.

I say that the high tiaxation that is
being imposed today is not due to the
fact that the Govermment believes it
necessary in the interests of the national
eeonomy. It is a bait to catch the
people, to lJet them think that they
are getting something for neothing. We
have social schemes and social benefits—
something for nothing. Ever since we have
had democratic Governments, it has been
the aim and object of every political party
to endeavour to secure the support of the
electors by offering them something more
than the other party offers.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better get back to the amendment now.

Mr. LESLIE: I am connecting up what
I say with the amendment. Tf the Com-
monwealth Government will depart from
the policy which it is pursning today of
deceiving the people by making them think
they are getting something for nothing, and
hy making no reference to the taxation,
then we might get greater relief from the
taxation now imposed. It is because the Com-
monwealth Government is determined to in-
augurate social serviee benefit schemes, for
which they are imposing an unjust and
unbearable burden of taxation, it is be-
cause that Government 1z defermined to
pursue something for which it has no plan,
or merely a half plan, that it finds it neces-
sary to imposce this heavy taxation from
which we are seeking relief. 1 challenge
the (Government and members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House to press a ¢laim
which they know is being made by every
geetion of the community throughout the
length and breadth of Australia. I chal-
lenge them to join with the people whom

Nl

they ave supposed to represent in asking
the Commonwealth Government to take im-
mediate action to bring about an adeguate
reduction in taxation.

MR. READ (Victoria Park—on amend-
ment) [9.12]: I am also of opinion that we
are rather in a mess over taxation. The
taxation which we have to pay is an exceed-
ingly heavy burden, but will anything we can
do here, with all our speeches and all our
efforts, relieve us of any part of that bur-
den? Certain commjtments, war-caused,
must be met. I do not think this Parliament,
representing less than 500,000 Australians,
is able to dictate to the Commonwealth Par-
liament, which represents 7,000,000 Aus-
tralians. Peoples of all countries are calted
upon to pay high taxation. Recently a very
wealthy lady from England visited Australia
on English governmental duties, She is re-
puted to be worth many millions of pounds,
She told our Lord Mayor that so heavy was
the taxation she had to pay that there only
remained £2,000 of her income for her own
use; and that, as she had endowed iwo child-
ren’s homes, that £2,000 had to be used for
that purpose, while she actually lived on the
salary she received from the Home Govern-
ment. I would like to bave a little of the
mouey that I am earning te spend, instead
of paying it away in taxation. Therefore,
with the 100 to one chance that this Gavern-
ment can de something to relieve us of some
of this taxation, I shall vote for the amend-
ment. T have lost any hope, knowing what
our war commitments are, that I shall in the
short period I have before me, receive any
benefit from reduced taxation.

Mr. Smith; No matter what Government
is in power.

Mr. READ: That is so, Looking at the
matter from the point of view of an Inde-
pendent member, T recall that the primary
producers were very anxious to get subsi-
dies on their products, and now that we have
to be taxed highly for those subsidies they
do not seem to like it. We are perfectly
well aware that the subsidies are paid out
of taxation and that consequently taxation
must continue. If things break too hardly
for me in later years, I feel I shall always
be able to fall back on the old-age pension,

Members: Hear, hear!

Mr, READ: T shall then be able to get a
return of some of the {axation which I have
paid. Perhaps I shall be able to grow a
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few vegetables in the back garden as well
As I said, T have lost hope of recovering any
benefit by way of lower taxation, and so I
am like the disconsolate old rooster up
against the barn door who said, “What is
the use, anyway? Today we are eggs and
tomorrow we are feather dusters.”

THE PREMIER (Hon, F. J. S. Wise—
Gascoyne—on amendment) [9.16]: I do
not intend to take up much time in ex-
pressing my views in opposition to the
amendment. The member for Beverley,
speaking as a responsible member from the
front bench opposite, was sufficiently dis-
courteous when framing the amendment to
the motion to see that there was no oppor-
tunity of my knowing that it was to be
moved. Sueh taectics are very unusual in
this House, especially by responsible mem-
bers on a front bench. They have been
known to occur when adopted by irrespons-
ible people on back benches; but very rarely
has such a disconrteous attitude been ad-
opted by those who are in & more respons-
ible position in the House, Since it has
been clearly shown by statements made,
particularly by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the mover of the amendment,
quite separately and distinetly, that they
exciuded the State Government from their
criticism, I can only conclude that no dis-
courtesy at all was intended; that, as a
matter of fact, the amendment was treated
so lightly that it was considered unneces-
sary to follow the usual custom. There-
fore I take my leave from the hon. member
in that connection.

T have nothing whatever to defend on
the part of the State Government. Not one
word was raised against it. As a matter
of faet, the Government was speeifically
exciuded and no refleetion was east upon
it.

Mr. Watts: We want you to do some-
thing,

The PREMIER: This amendment on n
popular theme has heen selected for two
or three reasons. The first was the one
acknowledged by the Leader of the Op-
position, that it gave him the opportunity
to eastigate the member for Bast Perth
for his speech of the other evening. I have
no quarrel with him on that seore; but
I say quite freely and frankly, without
the necessity of taking up the time of this
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House on a matter over which neither it
nor the State has any jurisdietion, that
it would have been hetter had the debate
developed on matters more pertinent to
the welfare of the State and about which
thiz Parliament eould do something.

Mr, Watts: This is very pertinent to
those objectives.

The PREMIER ; Therefore, in the protest
made, particularly by the mover of the
amendment, there is no argument whatever,
in spite of his statement that the matter
had no political significance. I would say
that apart from the attempt and the neces-
sity, as members opposite saw it, to speak
sharply and to offer opportunity for thaose
who had previously spoken to say something
in reply to the member for East Perth,
there was no other purpose than that of
political propaganda. I suggest that if it
were not for the Federal eleefion within
seven weeks we wounld not have heard very
much either of the amendment or the argu-
ments submitted in support of it. I decline
to be led into a debate in this Chamber in
this way on a matter over which neither
the ' State nor the (overnment nor Parlin-
ment has any jurisdiction whatsoever. The
Prime Minister of Australia has already sub-
mitted the case for bis Budget for this year
and has disclosed the taxation he proposes
to levy. He wag criticised and he answered
the eriticism.

Mr, Watts: He has not presented the
Budget; only a Supply Bill.

The PREMIER: He presented a state-
ment to the House in anticipation of the
requirements of the Commonwealth; and in
presenting that statement he was the one
person, of all persons in the Federal politi-
cal sphere, to know his requirements. It
is quite futile to make comparisons with
what has been done or what it has heen
possible to do in other eountries in this eon-
neetion. I would satisfy myself by saying
that the ¥ederal Treasurer, knowing as he
does, the commitments of this country, would
be a very foolish person, realising the re-
sponsibility attaching to those eommitments,
if he did not present the statement to the
House, and with it taxation proposals which
n his view were the lowest be conld present.
Taxation being, as it is, always unpopular,
there is no possibility of deriving popalar-
ity from imposing a rate any higher than
is necessary,
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As to the point that the member for Bev-
erley desired to make, concerning this State’s
attitude, I would indicate it very clearly
in these words: Our attitude towards uni-
form taxation was very clearly expressed in
the fact that this State, in common with
other States, was a party to an approach to
the Federal High Court in conneetion with
uniform taxation-—not only as to its legality,
but on the point as to how the States of
the Commonwealth were to continue within
its provisions. It is not & ease of aceepting
the decision and leaving it at that. If there
were & prospeet in this House of having
one's voiee heard effectively on this point,
it is on this side of the House that that
voice would be raised. Is it not a fact that
where it has been possible to influence any
admission or any inecreased grant, those rep-
resentations have been made in the proper
place and, so far, with much success? Bat
it does not rest at that and this Government
stands very clearly right in the middle of
the road on the point that this State must
get all the wmoneys proportionate to the
tax levied within the State and proportion-
ate to the needs involved in developing the
State to the maximum. That is where the
Government stands in that connection.

But let me indicate a very important point
concerning the futility of this amendment.
In a short time—in seven weeks—the Com-
monwealth Government will go to an auth-
ority that will have the right to approve
or disapprove of these taxation proposals,
From this Parliament—no matter how much
it has the right to criticise; no matter how
mueh we indulge in time wasting on argu-
ment in whichever way our fancy may lead
us—eriticism is absolutely ineffectual. In
saven weeky' time the people of Australia
will have an opportunity to say whether in
their view the taxation proposed by the
Federal Treasurer is sufficient or insufficient;
whether it is too high or too low or whether
by its incidence it will do justice to all
sections of the ecommunity. If this amend-
nent were earried, the only effect it wonld
have would be fo support the words that
have been expressed from the opposite side
of the House this evening—and most of
what was said constituted mere words. By
the time the sentiments eould be conveyed
to the Commonwealth Government through
our Lieut.-Governor, there would be no
Commonwcalth Parliament to consider them;
and unless there is a Commonwealth Parlia-
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ment there can be no alteration in taxation.
So the whole thing is utterly futile. 1t
could have no effect whatever, and on those
reasoned and proper grounds I oppose the
amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

BILLS (16)—FIRST READING.
1, Marketing of Barley.
2, Vermin Act Amendment.
3, Feeding Stuffs Aeft Amendment.
4, Bulk Handling Act Amendment.
5, Milk,
G, Cattle Industry Compensation.
7, Marketing of Potatoes.
8, Wheat Industry Stabilisation.
Introduced by the Minister for Agri-
culture.
9, Medical Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Health,
10, Legislative Counci]l Referendum.
11, Transfer of Land Aet Amendment,
Introdueed by the Minister for
Justice.
12, Totalisator Duty Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Premier,
13, Factories and Shops Ac¢t Amendment,
14, State Government Insurance Qffice Act
Amendment,
Introdueed by the Premier (for the
Minister for Labour).
15, Traffic Act Amendment,
Introduced by the Premier (for the
Minister for Works),
16, Electoral Aet Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Watts.

House adjourned at 9.38 p.m.



